
SOUTHWICK & WIDLEY PARISH COUNCIL  
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

20
th

 MARCH 2006 
 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held in the Montgomery Room, D-Day Memorial Hall 
Southwick on Monday 20

th
 March 2006 at 7.30 pm. 

 
Present: Mrs. E J Bazelgette - In the Chair 
  Members of the Parish Council 
  Councillor F Allgood - Hampshire County Council 

Councillor J Cooper - Winchester City Council 
10 members of the public 

 
Apologies for absence 
 
Helen Ripper 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting 
 
The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 21

st
 March 2005 were circulated. Confirmed 

and signed by Mrs.Bazelgette. 
 
Speaker 
 
Colonel Stephen Boyd from Southwick Park attended the meeting and gave a talk about the 
work being carried out there now and what future developments there may be. 
 
Reports: 
 
Report from Mr. F Allgood - Hampshire County Councillor - attached  
Report from Mr. J Cooper - Winchester City Councillor - attached  
Report from Mrs. E J Bazelgette - Southwick Parish Council - attached 
 
Accounts 
 
The accounts for the financial year April 2004 - March 2005 were presented and adopted. 
 
Any other business 
 
The matter of the retirement gift to the retiring clerk - the chairman stated that the council were 
unable to give more than £100 - as this was public money. Praise was given for the speed with 
which the council cleared affected areas. It was known that some fly tipping was brought in from 
adjacent areas. The matter of bus tokens was raised. Various road problems were highlighted. 
The matter of a large lorry being parked on the road by the hall was raised - nothing to be done 
as this is an unadopted Road. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.26 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chairman’s Annual Report - Mrs E. J.Bazalgette - 2006 
 
The major change for your Council in the past year has been the retirement of Mr John 
Whitbourn at the end of2005. He had served this Council loyally for 42 years. Unfortunately at 
the time of his appointment there was no structure for superannuation or any retirement 
scheme for Clerks and no scheme was ever implemented. I was advised that the National 
Auditor would in all likelihood look kindly on a payment up to £100. We presented this to John, 
together with a small gift, to which most of the existing Councillors subscribed. It seemed rather 
a small thank you for such dedication but we did our very best. Miss Stella Leppard has now 
taken over as our Clerk and we wish her well and hope she will come to enjoy this interesting 
work. 
 
The Playing Field. 
 
Due to the increased grass-growing season, we are having the grass mown more frequently 
and the hedge cut before March and after July and this has improved the quality of the hedge. 
The infant swing seat has been replaced, the wire fence on the East side repaired and a new 
Notice is now in place near the gate. A number of volunteers are working very hard to revitahse 
the Youth Club. There is a need for additional facilities for the young in the village and a 
deputation attended the March meeting of the Council to state their case. They gave a very 
erudite presentation and it became clear that they felt a number of measures could be 
undertaken to make our Playing Field more youth friendly. Extra litter bins, a covered area with 
seating and new football posts with nets were suggested and we are actively pursuing these 
items and seeking possible grants from appropriate organisations. The request for floodlighting 
of the pitch had to be instantly rejected on a cost basis. 
 
Each Councillor became a Trustee of this Playing Field when it was donated by Mrs 
Borthwick-Norton for use by the children of the village. Times have changed, school-leaving 
age has been raised and the interpretation of the word children ahered. We try to maintain a 
laissez-faire policy, whilst upholding the interpretation of the Trust deed. As you know this 
Playing Field is situated in a very sensitive part of the village, the Royal Navy cottages on one 
side and the old peoples bungalows on the other. From the time this hall was completed it was 
reaHsed that the Fire Exit would give users of the hall access to the Playing Field. We have 
always maintained the poHcy that provided the hirer obtained direct written permission from the 
Council - partly for insurance purposes- our only stipulations would be no glasses on the field 
and any litter to be cleared. However, permission has not always been obtained, but the hall 
committee are doing all they can to insure that their hirers understand the situation and that the 
field is not part of their hire. We have had some complaints from residents about noisy parties 
ending with fireworks to round off their celebrations, this has caused alarm to some more 
elderly residents and we now clearly state - no fireworks. Councillor John Houghton is our 
appointed guardian and keeps a very close eye on the field on our behalf This very much 
appreciated. 
 
Street Lighting 
 
Most of the lanterns have been in need of cleaning. It has taken the Council a very long time to 
get anything done but we hope this service - or lack of it - may improve. The cable at the corner 
of Back lane has now been connected. We are requesting a complete check of the lights from a 
safety point of view and will implement any action necessary following the report. 
 
Widlev Burial Ground 
 
Our two tireless volunteers Clive and Sheila Grant continue to maintain this Ground. The 
Council supply the equipment and cover the costs. We were very lucky to have had the services 
of a working party from Southwick Park on one occasion, and hope the exercise may be 
repeated. All help is greatly appreciated. This Ground continues to look pleasant and attractive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Highways 
 
At the request of the Hospice a 40 mph limit is now in place along Purbrook Heath Road. Whilst 
there is a 'no right turn' sign into the A3, it has been noted by a number of observers that about 
3 out of 5 vehicles ignore this sign. It has also been noted that the 'no left turn' sign from upper 
high street to the Drove is also being more frequently ignored. The bridge in Mill Lane has now 
been rebuilt. We have expressed concern regarding the Castle road exit into the Denmead 
road. Visibility is very limited and we do not seem to be able to gain any positive response from 
the Winchester City Council. We have complained about of the lack of a good standard of repair 
on the Denmead road between Castle road and Boulter Lane, the poor condition of the lane at 
the bottom of Widley Walk and Mill Lane amongst other bad patches, but are told that budgets 
do not extend to cover these repairs. 
 
Trafalgar Day 
 
There was a Service of Commemoration in the church and the ringing of the bells followed by a 
reception in the hall, hosted by the Parish Council. Councillors Helen Ripper and Steve Nicholls 
organised refreshments and their considerable input was much appreciated. 
 
Council Meetings 
 
During our meetings last Summer we were experiencing so great a noise from the Eisenhower 
Room that it became almost impossible to continue our meeting. After discussions with the 
representatives of the hall committee and very lengthy discussions in the Council it was 
decided to continue to hold our meetings on Mondays, as has been done for many years, but 
agreed to change our commencement of the meetings from 7.30 to 8 pm, in the hope that the 
worst of the noise would have then abated. We now hope that this very difficult situation will now 
remain resolved. 
 
Litter 
 
Mr Dillon continues to be our litter picker. He does splendid work and we are grateful for his 
interest. 
 
Boarhunt Churchyard 
 
We made a grant of £500 towards the cost of the upkeep of this ground.  
 
West of Waterlooville 
 
The WDA Forum continues to meet and our District Councillor Mr John Cooper keeps us up to 
date on progress. 
 
Portsdown West 

 
We have recently received copies of plans regarding this site. There is going to be a very 
considerable expansion in the number of permanent buildings and an increase in staff from 470 
to nearly 1200. Your Council has requested adequate screening of the north of the site and has 
expressed considerable concern regarding the possible use of the small lanes in the Parish by 
the new commuters. Winchester City Council has expressed agreement with us and we will 
watch this situation closely. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT 
 
Annual Parish Assembly - Southwick and Widley  
March 20, 2006 
 
 
1. My Work on the County Council 
 
 
I serve on two County Council committees, one dealing with Children's Services including 
education and the Regulatory Committee that deals with minerals extraction issues and 
footpath disputes. In addition I am a member of two specialist panels, one dealing with the 
Pension Fund and the other with youth issues. 
 
1 have also been appointed to several outside bodies: the Winchester District Road Safety 
Committee (as vice chairman), the Hampshire Youth Justice Board (as vice chairman), the 
South Downs Joint Committee, the West of Waterlooville Forum, the Winchester Local 
Strategic Partnership Board, the Community Safety Board, the Schools Organisation 
Committee and the Fareham Foster Panel. 
 
2. Key Issues for Hampshire 
 
The most important issues facing the County in recent months have been: 
 

- Schools. We have been able to give 98 Percent of parents the first choice for their 
children at primary schools and 95percent at secondary schools. Several schools are 
oversubscribed because of their high reputation and other schools received fewer 
applications that the number of available places. There is a particular problem with 
primary schools where the majority receive fewer applications than places available. 
For example Red Barn Primary School which serves this area received only 14 first 
preference applications for September 2006 admission, roughly half of the available 
places. 

 
The other big issue at schools has been the standard of food provided - largely 
because of TV programmes such as Jamie Oliver's series on school lunches. 
Hampshire schools have been praised for the high standard of meal content and are at 
the forefront of the drive to make school meals healthier. 

 
- Pensions. This is thorny topic and has received a great deal of media attention. 
Although the value of the Hampshire Pension Fund has increased in value substantially 
over the last nine months because of shrewd investments, there is nevertheless a 
"black hole" that needs to be addressed over the next 20 years. Proposals to end the 
automatic right to retire early on full pay are being challenged by the workforce. 

 
- Partnership working. The Government puts a high value on local authorities working 

together with other partners such as the health trusts, the police, universities and local 
business in order to improve the quality of life of residents. The County has drawn up a 
Local Area Agreement with its partners and submitted this to the Government. The 
agreement covers services to children, to the elderly and economic development. If 
targets are met, substantial grants are available. 

 
- Future of local government. The Government has set up an inquiry into the future of 

local government and indicated it favours the establishment of unitary authorities to 
replace county and district councils. The county council sees no benefit in changing the 
structure of local government and enormous disadvantages, especially the huge cost. 
Instead it wants to work towards a single information points in rural areas on local 
government, health, and police matters. A good step in this direction is the 
establishment of the 101 non-emergency number for residents. 

 
- Council tax. Hampshire is under pressure to keep down the cost of its services. Like 

other counties it faces three huge problems: one is the transfer of grants money from 
the south to the north - Hampshire is losing£38 million over three years. The second is 



the additional costs of services that is far in excess of the rate of inflation. Bus 
companies are demanding more money for bus journeys that are subsidised, for 
example. And thirdly more work is being placed on local authorities. Hampshire's 
council tax increase for 2006-7 is up 4.7 percent. 

 
3. Southwick issues 
 

- Purbrook Park Road. A 40 mph speed limit has been introduced on Purbrook Park 
Road between a point near the junction with London Road and a point near Purbrook 
Heath Farm. Four accidents have been recorded here where average speeds recorded 
are 44mph eastwards and 43 mph westwards. The speed restrictions went into effect 
on 23 January. 

 
- Pigeon House Lane. Among road works programmes for the new municipal year 

2006-7 are surface dressing proposals for Pigeon House Lane, - the U195. 
 

- Mill Lane bridge. I received a complaint from a resident of Waterlooville about Mill Lane 
bridge and his suggestions that this should be replaced with a ford. The county 
council's specialist in bridges feels this could create a hazard for road users, 
particularly in the winter and a footbridge is needed for cyclists and horse riders. The 
county decided to rebuild the parapets on the bridge with brick. To prevent vehicle 
impact on the bridge the county is installing approach bollards, extra signs and lines. 
 

- South East Regional Plan. The county council debated the South East of England 

Regional Plan at a recent meeting and expressed grave concerns about the 

construction of 80,000 new homes in South Hampshire between now and 2026. The 

council believes it is essential to gain a commitment from the Government that the 

necessary additional infrastructure will be provided before the plans can be backed. It 

is proposed that just over 52,000 of these new homes will be on brown-field sites and a 

further 18,000 on two strategic development areas - one at Fareham and the other at 

Hedge End. That leaves about 10,000 homes to be built on green-field sites. Of these 

3,700 will be assigned to the Winchester district and the two locations favoured by the 

Winchester City Council are North Whiteley and West of Waterlooville - in Southwick 

and Widley parish. Currently the West of Waterlooville plan is for 2000 new houses and 

a reserve allocation of 1000 in addition. The likely outcome is that the reserve allocation 

of 1000 homes in West of Waterlooville will be activated over the next 20 years and the 

balance of 2700 provided by North Whiteley. 

 

 

FG Allgood 

County Councillor 
 

Winchester Southern Parishes of Boarhunt, 
Denmead, Southwick and Widley, Whiteley and 
Wickham 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SOUTHWICK & WIDLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

20 MARCH 2006 
 

Councillor J A Cooper MBE 
Winchester City Council 

 
 
When I reported back to you at this time last year there was still a degree of uncertainty about 
the future of the MOD Estate. Thankfully there is now the assurance of a long term future for the 
former HMS Dryad which is undoubtedly good news for local business, local schools and the 
arrival in Southwick of several young families will have a positive impact on our community as a 
whole. 
 
We have always has strong links with the military and I am convinced we could not have wished 
for a better group of new service neighbours. I am sure this important local partnership will go 
from strength to strength. I will do all I can to facilitate that as well as contributing to any debate 
about further plans for Southwick Park. 
 
 
2005/6 has been a difficult year in local government and Winchester is no exception. Services 
have had to be delivered against a backdrop of reorganisation and restructuring designed to 
meet government targets for savings. In general some savings have been made without a 
major impact on services but there is still a long way to go. I am a little bit disappointed that the 
Lib Dem ruling group has not been bolder and more radical in its approach. Indeed despite a 
4.9 % Council Tax rise for WCC the budget for 2006/7 has only been balanced by taking a 
significant sum from the city's reserves. Raiding the bank in this way is unsustainable and 
whoever is in charge in future years they will need to be more imaginative if we are to halt the 
trend of year on year inflation busting tax increases. 
 
To round off Council Tax issues I can report that the Band D level for Southwick & Widley for 
2006/7 will be £1238 made up of £910 County Contribution, £119 for the Police Authority, £53 
for Hampshire Fire & Rescue and £113 for the City Council contribution which includes your 
parish precept. 
 
Services 
 
This year WCC has introduced a Customer Service Centre in Winchester which it is true to say 
is still being developed to handle a broad range of enquiries from residents. In order to connect 
even more with the community a new initiative is the idea of Parish Hubs where local residents 
can directly access both County & City services. These Hubs will undoubtedly be focussed on 
the larger connerbations where both County and City Officers work out of Parish Offices. A pilot 
scheme is underway in Alresford and in due course we might see our local hub in Denmead. 
 
The most recent WCC Community Strategy was published in 2004 and resident's views will be 
sought to update this plan in 2007. One positive step forward I can report is the appointment of 
Mr Steve Lincoln as the Winchester Community Development Manager. He leads a team with 
responsibility for such things as accessing community grants and funding, community safety 
issues, dealing with anti social behaviour, some aspects of community planning and work for 
and with Winchesters young people. 
 
I don't want to dwell to long on services but one to watch out for will be the roll out of AWC 
across the Winchester District. This follows a successful pilot of Alternate Weekly Collections 
for household refuse and recyclable material. There is no doubt that this scheme has been 
successful in improving recycling something we must achieve to protect our environment. 
 
Housing 
 
Another key area of City Council business is housing. After the most recent consultation 
Winchesters Council residents have chosen to remain as City tenants. However there will need 
to be further consultation and a fresh look at Council Housing which will probably happen in 
2008. That being said the Winchester TACT (Tenants & Council Together) consultative group 



will undoubtedly work to ensure the best deal for tenants. That being said the WCC the council 
landlord has increased housing rents by 4.99% for 2006/7 which takes account of 2.7% inflation 
and changes to the government formula for calculating charges which aims to bring all Council 
House rents in line with those charged by housing associations. 
 
The Winchester Local Plan has now been published and there are no surprises. As expected 
the building of 2000 new homes West of Waterlooville will go ahead and I think it safe to 
assume that the reserve site for another 1000 will be activated sometime in the future. 
 
At this juncture I can report that progress is being made on the Wimpey Planning Application for 
a mix of 400 houses and some commercial development in the northern part of the MDA and 
that I am attending a Members Briefing tomorrow on the revised plans of Grainger Trust for the 
1600 houses in the southern part of the ward. Please note that the next public meeting of the 
WoW Forum which will report on both these matters will be on Monday 10 April at 2PM in the 
Waterloovile Community Association Hall. 
 
Roads 
 
Working within a very tight budget the County Council is generally meeting road safety 
improvements and emergency repairs within my ward. There is also progress on routine 
maintenance but as I have often highlighted in the past we have to keep our demands in 
perspective. If it's a hazard it will be done but potholes, line marking, localised flooding and 
roadside verges et al are county wide problems. It can all be done in time but patience is 
needed. 
 
Locally a 40mph limit has been introduced in Purbrook Heath Road and while consultants 
working for the Rowans are seeking a further reduction to 30mph. I am not convinced this is 
necessary and unless I can be convinced it is essential for safety and can be policed properly I 
will oppose another change. I will however seek a review of the current 30mph zone on 
Denmead Road and believe I can make a strong case for a y2 mile extension to beyond the 
busy junction at Boulter Lane. Additionally while it might be more contentious I would also like to 
see removal of the no left turn restriction at the bottom of Southwick High St into Priory road. At 
the moment with every vehicle coming from the High Street en route to Southwick Park, The 
Golf Course or the Village Hall car park having to go down to the roundabout and then come 
back to their destination the number of cars passing the few homes in that part of the village is 
doubled. Furthermore that no left turn is virtually impossible to police and is frequently 
disregarded. 
 
Amenities 
 
Southwick Parish Council (where I am a member) has recently had a request from many of the 
village teenagers to Improve amenities for them. Clearly the PC has the lead on this and I am 
sure something can and will be done. I will do all I can to assist from a City Council perspective 
but I have to say that as the District Councillor I am at difference with my fellow Parish 
Councillors about the scope of improvements that are being proposed. I think we have to be 
more imaginative to achieve much more. One thing I will pursue however is an improvement to 
the Norton Road play area where I feel more can and should be provided for the under 5's. 
 
Finally a brief few words on 2 of my other associated areas of responsibility. 
 
I can report that in September I was re-elected as Chair of Governors for Red Barn Primary 
School in Porchester which is attended by an increasing number of children from its Southwick 
catchment area. I am very happy to report that the school community goes from strength to 
strength both in terms of the numbers on roll and the results being achieved. An LEA Inspection 
in January has endorsed the continued progress being made and I am confident that all the 
children are receiving a good education and first class pastoral care. 
 
Finally my other duty last year and next is as a member and the treasurer of Southwick 
Association. I would like to compliment the Association on the range of social activities it 
organises and the charitable donations it makes to other village organisations. The Association 
Committee are undoubtedly leading lights in the promotion of community spirit and I look 
forward to playing my part in events for 2006/7. 



 
After my first year as District Councillor which was a very steep learning curve my second year 
has been much more productive and I continue to take great pride in representing the people of 
Southwick & Widley as part of my ward. I am contactable virtually 24 hours a day by several 
means which I will re promulgate around the community and hope that residents will continue to 
contact me as many already have if you require help or advice on any matter related to City 
Council business. 
 
John Cooper MBE 
Ward Member  
Boarhunt & Southwick  
Winchester City Council. 
 


