
SOUTHWICK & WIDLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held in the Montgomery Room, D-Day 

Memorial Hall Southwick on Monday 31
st

 March 2008 at 7.30 pm. 
 
1. Present: 

Mrs. E J Bazelgette – In the Chair 
Members of the Parish Council:  
Councillor F Allgood – Hampshire County Council 
Councillor J Cooper – Winchester City Council 
14 members of the public 

 
2,   Apologies for absence: 
      Mrs Nainby-Luxmoore and Colonel Boyd   
 
3. Minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the meeting on 26
th
 March 2007 were circulated, confirmed and signed by 

the Chairman.  Proposed by Mr. S. Nicholls and seconded by Mrs. J. Houghton. 
 
4. Speaker: Due to ill health the guest speaker Colonel Boyd could not attend and 

submitted his apologies.  
 

5.    Reports: 
i) Report from Mr. F Allgood – Hampshire County Councillor: 
a) Priorities 

Hampshire County Council has three main priorities which are: 
 
     -  Making Hampshire safer and more secure for all 
     -  Maximising well-being 
     -  Enhancing our quality of place. 
 

Among activities to make the county safer, we have a team of Community Safety 
Officers to combat low-level anti-social behaviour. We are working with 350 schools 
on safer routes to school. We are promoting assessments of older drivers and we are 
working with retailers to reduce under-age sales of alcohol and other age-restricted 
sales. 

 
To maximise well-being we are proving a new type of supported housing for the 
elderly to give them the help they need while preserving their independence. We 
manage country parks to encourage people to be active and encourage our 
community centres to offer courses on Silver Surfing - to help the elderly to use the 
resources of the Internet.  

 
To enhance the quality of place we invest in recycling facilities. so that less and less 
rubbish goes to landfill. 

 
b) Local Area Agreement 

The county is working with district councils, the police and health authorities to deliver 
a Local Area Agreement that is concerned with support for children and young 
people, business, developing better transport and housing, tackling crime, improving 
the health of our residents, and empowering local people to become involved in 
decision-making. 

 
Among other important matters before the County Council in the last 12 months were: 

 
c) Climate Change 

We set up a Commission on Climate Change to see what the county can do to 
reduce its carbon footprint and protect the county from the effects of a change in the 
climate. This Commission has reported its findings and is working hard to put them 



into practice. The biggest danger to the county lies in coastal areas that could 
become swamped by a substantial rise in the level of the ocean. Hampshire has been 
hailed by the Government as a model for its approach to this important matter. 

 
d) Speeding in Villages 

A large number of residents are concerned about the speed of traffic, particularly in 
rural areas and in the middle of villages. The county has introduced the Village 30 
initiative to lower the speed in those villages that request such action. Eight villages in 
the district have been included in the first tranche, including Boarhunt and parts of 
Wickham. Denmead will be included in the second tranche and more will be selected 
for the third tranche next year. 

 
In addition to this programme the county will be reviewing the speed limits on all A 
and B roads over the next three years. Where there is a fatal accident on the 
highway, immediate attention is given to the factors involved, including the speed 
limit. 

 
e) South East Plan 

The county is playing an important role in the creation of a South East of England 
Plan which envisages 120,000 houses in the county between now and 2026. The 
largest number will be in the south of Hampshire where a new formal organisation, 
PUSH – the Partnership for South Hampshire - has been created. This body, 
consisting of all councils in the area, will be fighting for the right kind of infrastructure 
of roads, schools and hospitals to support any additional housing. The Government is 
still considering the Plan and has announced that it will make a decision on housing 
numbers for the area in July. This decision will be of great importance to Southwick 
and Denmead. If, as expected, the Government decides to increase the housing 
targets for Hampshire, the West of Waterlooville development could be expanded still 
further. 

 
f) Children's Centres 

The county is investing in 50 Children's Centres that will offer parents a wide range of 
services under one roof. One of these is being contracted in Wickham. 

 
g) Youth Services 

The county is preparing for a reorganisation of youth services in April following the 
decision of the Government to transfer management of the Connexions service to 
county councils. The Connexions operations will be brought in house and be 
integrated with other services for young people to offer a wider and more 
comprehensive service. 

 
h) Discovery Centres 

A new Discovery Centre has been opened in Winchester as part of the drive to 
improve our libraries so they offer more services for the public. It is a huge success 
with a significant increase in users, particularly in those borrowing books. The 
exhibition space has been acclaimed. The current exhibit on Alfred the Great is 
attracting substantial numbers of visitors. 

 
i) Highways Contract 

A new highways maintenance contract has been awarded to Amey who start work on 
this in May. We are currently discussing with the contractor changes to maintenance 
with more emphasis on matters that affect the public such as cleaner signs, faster 
action on pothole repairs and cutting back on shrubs that obscure road signs. 

 
j) School Admissions 

A new system of handling school admissions has come into effect. This is called an 
equal preference system, replacing the first preference system of previously. The 
idea is that parents can nominate three schools of their choice and their application 
will be sent to all three schools for consideration. Previously their application was sent 
to the first choice and if this school was full, the application was sent to the second 



choice and then if necessary to the third. 
 
   Well over 90 percent of parents have received their preferred choice. 
 

K) HAT’s 
The Winchester Hampshire Action team has been busy in the last 12 months 
reviewing the services provided by the county in the Winchester district. Its main 
success concerns the Tower Arts Centre in Winchester which is being transferred to 
King's School to manage. The HAT wanted to ensure that the Tower's valuable 
programme for the public will continue and this has been achieved with financial 
support from both the county and the district councils. 

 
k) Devolved Budgets 

A new system of devolved community budgets has been in place this year. Each 
councillor is able to make grants to local community projects. In the last 12 months I 
have been able to assist several local causes and look forward to doing more in 
2008-09. I have not received any requests in Southwick or Boarhunt last year and 
would be delighted to assist locally. 

 
l) Four Stars 

Finally I am pleased to report that Hampshire has been awarded the maximum of four 
stars by the Audit Commission - the fifth year in succession we have been rated the 
top category of Excellent. 

 
ii) Report from Mr. J Cooper – Winchester City Councillor  

Due to technical difficulties Mr Cooper’s report cannot be published. 
 

iii) Report from Mrs. E J Bazelgette – Southwick Parish Council 
a) The Playing Field 

The gates have been damaged as has the fencing also the safety surface has been 
vandalised. Our sign has been yanked from its foundation. There will be new seats 
for the swings and the safety surface repaired, the east side is to be tidied and a new 
hedge planted. The seat has been repaired. We have had a satisfactory report 
following the inspection by the safety officer of the play equipment. 

 
b) Youth Shelter 

There have been continuous discussions regarding the possible provision of a youth 
shelter. This would be a pre-constructed unit, probably metal providing a roofed 
seating structure. The only area this could be placed is in the playing field. Whilst a 
year ago the youth of the village where very keen to have such a shelter, interest 
seems to have waned recently. The debate continues. 

 
c) Street Lighting 

We have changed our maintenance contractors and hope that a higher standard will 
ensue, especially regarding the cleaning of lanterns. 

 
d) The Police House 

The state of this property continues to cause concern, it remains unoccupied and 
unused. Vandalised damage is always reported to the Estates Department of the 
Police Authority. 

 
e) Highways 

Village sign: We had one for four weeks when it was stolen. We hope a new one will 
be in place soon.  

 
Potholes, the Denmead Road and more recently the lower part of West Street are all 
deteriorating rapidly. The authority is, of course, fully aware of all these deficiencies 
but always pleads lack of finances prevents repairs. 

 
f) Neighbourhood Watch 



Last year a number of villagers expressed an interest in participating in a 
Neighbourhood Watch scheme. Bob Green has kindly agreed to act as co-ordinator 
and is liaising with the police, eventually hoping to have a scheme in place and up 
and running. 

 
g) Burger Bar 

There has been some concern regarding its appearance in the lay-by on the B2177. 
The situation has been thoroughly investigated. All is perfectly legal, their presence is 
breaking no law. It has been observed that they always clean away and leave no 
trace of their visits. 

 
h) Corner of Back Lane/Denmead Road 

Early last year a number of parishioners complained about the problems with this 
junction. The Council agreed to arrange a meeting between the Police, local residents 
and Councillors at the site. Despite all efforts it seems impossible to effect such a 
meeting. The implication is that all these accidents are of a minor nature. The fatality 
at the junction with the By-pass produced a new road layout and road markings within 
a few days. 

 
i) Best Village 

Your Council entered Southwick in this competition and, as fully reported in the 
Newsletter, we received a Highly Commended. 

 
j) Planning 

Plans have been submitted for Castle Farm. Whilst the creation of small business 
units should prove a plus for the village, considerable concern is being expressed 
regarding the siting of the entrance/exit to the proposed car park. Your Council has 
entered a strong objection on safety grounds. 

 
k) Widlev Burial Ground 

Yet once again we must thank Clive and Sheila Grant for their continued and 
constant efforts and work to maintain this area so well. 

 
l) Litter Picker 

Mr Dillon remains our loyal and constant litter picker. Yet again we would like to thank 
him for his interest and support. 

 
m) Parish Clerk 

Stella Leppard resigned and Eddie Mason took over Parish Clerk duties on first of 
April 2007. As he lives at Hedge End he was unfamiliar with the area, but has caught 
up very well. 

 
n) The Parish Council 

Your existing Councillors complete their four-year term of office at the end of this 
fiscal year, after which they must apply to seek re-election, submitting their 
applications by noon of the fourth of April. Should their be more than nine applicants 
an election will take place on first of May. 

 
o) Personal Note 

0n a personal note: I had stated I would resign at the end of this term. Yes, I no 
longer wish to continue as Chairman, having been so for around Fifteen (15) years. I 
had also intended not to stand for Councillor again but have been persuaded by so 
many people that I propose to do so. 

 
A new Council, a new Chairman and with the West of Waterlooville Development an 
interesting and exciting time lays ahead.  

 
 
 
 



6.  Accounts 
 
The accounts for the financial year April 2006 – March 2007 were presented and adopted.  
Proposed by John Cooper and seconded by Sheila Grant. 
 
Any other business 
 

i) Mr Nicholls said that residents had complained to him that they had not received 
their new bus pass.  

 
It was explained that the old bus passes could be used up until the end of April by 
which time the new bus passes should have been issued. 

ii) Members of the public expressed concern over delays with the development of 
West of Waterlooville, believing that the delay was the fault of the planners. 

 
Mr Cooper said that it is unfair to blame the planners as they cannot make a 
decision until the planning applications have been submitted, and with a 
development of this complexity the infrastructure required has to come first..  

iii) There had been complaints from members of the public about the postal service 
which is getting later with deliveries often not being made until the early 
afternoon. 

iv) Sadness was expressed that the Southwick Sports and Social Club has 
discontinued its New Year Party. 

 
The meeting closed at 8.35 p.m. 


