
SOUTHWICK & WIDLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held in the Montgomery Room, D-Day 

Memorial Hall Southwick on Monday 30
th

 March 2009 at 7.30 pm. 
 
1. Present: 

Mr. J. Cooper – In the Chair 
Members of the Parish Council:  
Councillor F Allgood – Hampshire County Council 
Councillor D. Hiscock – Mayor Elect Winchester City Council 
Councillor J Cooper – Winchester City Council 
4 members of the public 

 
2,   Apologies for absence: - Mrs P. Hayward. 
 
3. Minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the meeting on 31
st
 March 2008 were circulated, confirmed and signed by 

the Chairman.  Proposed by Mr. J. Watson, seconded by Mrs. S. Grant and unanimously 
agreed that the minutes should be signed as a true and accurate record 

 
4. Speaker: Councillor Dominic Hiscock Mayor Elect Winchester City Council. 

Councillor Hiscock started his address by saying that he will be the 810
th 

Mayor of 
Winchester and that this is the second oldest Mayoralty in England, with the oldest being 
London. 
 
He followed this by giving a history of the role of mayor of Winchester and the history of 
the position.  
 
Councillor Hiscock said that he had been a Councillor since 1999 and had a special 
interest in housing, particularly with the problems of homelessness. He is intending to 
concentrate his efforts during his tenure of Mayor on two charities: Trinity Homeless 
Families and Homes for the homeless. 
 
His external interests includes: The Chair of Governance for a local school and being 
President of the Winchester Rugby club. He is also a Trustee of the English Project – a 
society set up to ensure the preservation of the English language.  
 
Mr Welch asked what action was being taken about the person living in the caravan on 
the lay-by – This situation is being monitored. 
 
Mrs Nainby-Luxmoore asked about the young being able to play sport for free. – 
Councillor Hiscock said that Winchester Rugby Club allows the young to play for free. 
 
Councillor Cooper thanked Councillor Hiscock for giving his report. 
 

5.    Reports: 
i) Report from Mr. F Allgood – Hampshire County Councillor: 
ii) Activities 

During the last 12 months I have attended all 6 of the meetings of the County Council; 
In addition I have served on the Children and Young People Select Committee, the 
Pension Fund Executive Panel, and the Fareham Area Foster Panel. I have been 
Chairman of the Hampshire Action Team for the Winchester District and Vice 
Chairman of the Road Safety Committee.  

 
I have represented the Council on the South Downs Joint Committee, the West of 
Waterlooville Forum, the Fort Nelson Liaison Committee and the Winchester District 
Local Strategic Partnership Board. 

 
iii) Top Rating for Council 



For the seventh year in succession Hampshire has been cited as an Excellent 
Authority by the Audit Commission and awarded 22 marks out of 24, the highest 
score of any local authority in England. The council was praised for its support and 
care of adults, for disposal of rubbish, and for its libraries. 

 
iv) Council Tax 

The County Council has the lowest tax in the South East of England, despite 
receiving the lowest grant. The increase in council tax for 2009-10 is 1.9 percent, the 
lowest for 40 years. 

 
v) Protecting Children 

Hampshire has an excellent record of protecting vulnerable children and has decided 
to invest in providing additional administrative support for social workers so they can 
spend more time with families and less time on typing reports at their desk. So high is 
the county's reputation it has been asked to advise other councils who have come 
under attack for incidents when children have been harmed. 

 
vi) Education 

Children at Hampshire's schools continue to improve their performance at exams with 
GCSE results that are among the best in the nation. The county is investing in new 
buildings and also taking steps to ensure there is a good supply of candidates to 
become head teachers over the next eight years when about 40 percent of current 
heads are due to retire. The county is preparing to undertake new responsibilities for 
sixth form colleges when the Learning and Skills Council which currently run them is 
wound up next April. 

 
vii) Youth Service 

The county took over responsibility for the Connexions service for young people last 
April and merged this with its current youth service. It is able to offer a broader 
service for young people in the county. 

 
viii) Highways Maintenance 

A new contractor, ‘Amey’, took over the task of maintaining Hampshire's roads last 
summer and has settled in well. It was given the task of clearing all drains and gullies 
in the county by the end of June and is well on its way to achieving this. Another 
priority was to repair potholes more efficiently and additional money was found for 
this task. 

 
The highways team faced a major challenge this winter as the county experienced 
some of the worst winter weather for many years. It maintained sufficient levels of 
sand to grit the main roads, using about 40 percent more this winter than normal. 

 
ix) Adult Services 

The county is introducing a new approach to support for elderly people, called 
personalisation. This means the county can offer services that are geared more 
closely to the needs of each adult than previously. Adults can choose what support 
they need, instead of a standard approach. 

 
x) Climate Change 

The County has set targets to reduce the carbon footprint of its buildings over the 
next six years. This is particularly true of the refurbished headquarters building in 
Winchester which is nearing completion. The new Ashburton Court will have desks 
for more staff so that the county can save a large amount of money every year by 
surrendering the leases of four nearby buildings. The new building will generate less 
carbon as it will be heated by energy derived from its computer room. 

 
xi) Local Activity 

The county has carried out work on improving the roads and pavements in Denmead, 
cleared drains and gullies, tackled potholes that have been reported, and produced 
schemes to reduce the speed of traffic. Denmead is part of the Village 30 programme 



and next month some roads currently 40 mph will have the speed limit reduced to 30. 
In addition the road between Denmead and Waterlooville will have a 40 mph speed 
limit in action. 

 
xii)  Councillor Cooper thanked Councillor Allgood for presenting his report. 
 
5. Report from Mr. J Cooper – District Councillor Winchester City Councillor  

Due to technical difficulties Mr Cooper’s report cannot be published. 
 
6. Report from Mr. J Cooper – Southwick and Widley Parish Council Chairman 

Due to technical difficulties Mr Cooper’s report cannot be published 
 
6.  Accounts 
 
The accounts for the financial year April 2007 – March 2008 were presented and adopted.  
Proposed by John Cooper and seconded by Sheila Grant. 
 
Any other business 
 

i) Reverend Green expressed concern about the level of underage drinking 
believing that the price of alcoholic drinks should be increased. 

 
Mr Cooper said that Winchester has the highest number of youth drinking 
interventions in the County. 
 
Mr Watson said that the hours that premises are licensed to sell alcohol should 
be reduced. 

ii) Mr Cooper floated the idea that it may be an advantage to have the youth of the 
village represented on the Parish Council and that this could be achieved by co-
opting representatives of the young, with no voting rights, onto the Council. 

iii) P.C. Blunden said that the police were looking into the nuisance being caused by 
motorbikes and music on the top of the hill. 

iv) Mrs Leppard asked that residents remember that the Playing Field is for the 
children and not for dogs. 

 
The meeting closed at 8.45p.m. 


