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SOUTHWICK & WIDLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held in the Montgomery Room, D-Day 

Memorial Hall Southwick on Friday 1
st

 April 2011 at 7.30 pm. 
 
1. Present: 

Parish Councillors:- 
Mr J Watson – Chairman 
Mr J Cooper 
Mr A Richards 
Mr B Welch 
Mrs S Grant 
Mrs J Houghton 
 
Councillor F Allgood – Hampshire County Council 
Councillor J Cooper – Winchester City Council 
Reverend R Green 
Mr George Hollingbery MP 
Mr E Mason – Parish Clerk 
27 members of the public 
 

 
2,   Apologies for absence: - Mrs D Beswick 
 
3. Minutes of the previous meeting 

Proposed Mrs S Grant seconded by Mrs A. Richards and unanimously agreed that the 
minutes of the meeting held on the 14

th
 June 2010 be signed as a true and accurate 

record. 
 
4. Mr George Hollingbery MP 

Mr Hollingbery conservative MP for the Meon Valley area introduced himself as the new 
boy in politics having only entering parliament in 2010. He compared going into 
parliament to going back to school and feeling like he was entering Hogwarts on 
steroids. 
 
He spoke about Southwick’s tradition of starting its meeting with a prayer comparing this 
with the parliamentary tradition of morning prayers where those attending where entitled 
to write their names onto a card that is placed in the back of their seat and that the MP is 
then entitled to keep that seat for the remainder of the day.   
 
He went on to talk about the procedure concerning his maiden speech where tradition 
says that the MP making the maiden speech cannot be interrupted but it also does not 
allow the orator to say anything controversial. 
 
With regards to the Libyan situation he is broadly in support on humanitarian grounds of 
assisting the rebels, however, because of the breadth of the United Nations mandate it 
could be construed as an authorisation to legally kill Colonel Gaddafi and he would like 
to know the Government’s view on this. 
 
He spoke about the Localism Bill which is intended to return power to the local level, by 
giving Parish and Town Councils control over the affairs that affect them. 
 
Another Parliamentary Committee that he is sitting on and one that he has a particular 
interest in is the Welfare Reform Committee. The main priority of this bill is to get people 
back to work. 
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5. Reports: 
i) Report from Mr J Watson – Parish Council Chairman.  

Mr Watson presented a power point presentation which is shown in full in 
Appendix A 

ii) Report from Mr. F Allgood – Hampshire County Councillor: 
a) Environment Matters 

1) Road repairs: A great deal of work has been achieved in the Southwick 
parish  on our roads so I hope they are now in better shape. 
Hampshire has just been  awarded an additional £7 million for highways 
repairs so if there are any roads  in need of improvement, please let 
me know. 

2) Reporting potholes: potholes can now be reported by any member of the 
public through the HCC website. Residents tell me they are very pleased 
with new procedure. 

3) Winter maintenance: The main roads were kept clear during the heavy 
snow of last December, thanks to two gritting runs in the night and a 
large supply of salt which Hampshire obtained from Egypt and Oman. I 
have arranged for grit bins to be placed in Southwick. 

4) Road safety: Hampshire's target to reduce the number of people killed 
and seriously injured on the roads from 940 in 2000 to 633 in 2010 was 
achieved. 

5) Speed limit: The speed limit between Denmead and Waterlooville on the 
B2150 has been reduced from 40 mph to 30 mph. 

6) Southwick road sign: A meeting was held in the village and attended by 
the Chairman of the Parish Council, District Councillor John Cooper and 
myself to discuss changing traffic flow from the High Street towards 
Southwick Park. It was agreed to remove the "no left turn" sign so that 
traffic will be able to turn left from the High Street towards this hall. This 
will be done as soon as it can be fitted into the programme. 

7) Bus subsidies: Hampshire needs to cut £1.2 million from the £8.3 million 
public transport budget. It is launching a public consultation on this and 
residents are invited to contact the county council on their views on the 
current service. 

8) Street lights: The programme to replace street lights in Hampshire is on 
track with almost 8,000 lights replaced. The programme will be 
completed in 2015. 

b) Educational Matters 
1) School admissions: Parents can now make applications for school places 

on line. It was interesting to note that about 70 percent of parents did so. 
Admissions to secondary schools were announced on 1 March when 92 
percent of pupils gained their first preference. Admission for primary 
schools will be announced in April. 

2) Happy Valley: The Denmead Children's Centre was opened for business 
last November and is attracting parents who find the centre useful and 
stimulating. There is currently a consultation on the future management 
of the centres which ends on 14 April. 

3) Academies: So far one primary school has applied to become an 
Academy in Hampshire and three secondary schools have expressed 
interest in doing so. 

c) Leisure Matters 
1) The Mobile Library Service is being reorganised to save money with 

fewer stops in the county. The new schedule will go into effect in July. 
2) Waterlooville Library: This has been updated with an impressive 

makeover and additional learning centre features added. 
3) Bus passes: The new county-wide bus pass scheme comes into being on 

1 April. The passes will be valid from 9 am throughout Hampshire. In the 
past bus drivers have been confused by different starting times in the 
different districts and some travellers have been denied use of their pass 
at 9 am. This should not happen when the county scheme comes into 
being. 
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4) Grants: Through my community budget I have made a grant bto 
Southwick for a new notice board in the village centre. 

5) Recycling centre: Plans have been drawn up for a new household 
recycling centre in Waterlooville. It is hoped work can start on this in the 
autumn. 

d) Financial Matters 
1) Council Tax: The county council's part of the Council Tax is frozen for 

2011-12 at the same level as in 2010-11. 
2) Budget: The county council has lost £31 million in general grant and 

another £15 million in specific grants. With additional spending needed to 
support more adults requiring support and more children being taken into 
care, the county has to make savings of £55 million in the 2011-12 
budget. About half of this comes from corporate savings such as 
removing a large number of managers and getting better deals on its 
contract negotiations, and about half from departmental savings. The 
priority is to protect front-line services. It has been possible to find 
additional money to support handicapped children, respite for carers, and 
provide 40 apprenticeships for young people leaving care at 18 without a 
job or training opportunity. 

iii) Report from Mr J Cooper – District Councillor Winchester City Councillor Mr 
Cooper presented a power point presentation which is shown in full in Appendix B. 

  
6.  Accounts 

i)   The Clerk presented the financial report saying that having no financial projects   
planned for the financial year the Parish Council made the decision to reduced its 
precept by nine per cent. 

ii)    He explained that with hindsight this was a mistake because the Council’s decision 
to change the Parish Council’s street lighting programme from Hampshire County 
Council to Southwick Electric Contracting led to an additional cost of £1,200 and 
although some savings were achieved in the grounds maintenance contract this still 
left a deficit of £879 which had to come out of the reserves. 

iii)   The accounts for the financial year April 2009 – March 2010 were presented and 
adopted.  Proposed by John Cooper and seconded by Mr B Welch. (See Appendix 
C) 

 
7.    Meeting Opened for Questions 

i) Mr Watson thanked the speakers for attending and opened the meeting for 
questions. 

ii) Mrs Leppard asked about the corner by the junction of Back Lane and the High 
Street which she said is dangerous. 
 
Mr Watson said that the Parish Council also shares her concerns and outlined 
the action that the Council is taking. 
 
Mrs Leppard said that the action the Council is taking will not satisfy her 
concerns. 
 
Mr Cooper asked Mrs Leppard to provide him with information of what she 
believed would make that stretch of road safer and said that he would then take 
her recommendations back to the planners. 

iii) Mr Roger Bazeley said that he could not recall the last time that a MP had visited 
the village. 
 
He went on to ask about the scrapping of the HMS Ark Royal. 
 
Mr Hollingberry said that he deeply regretted its loss but that he had been 
assured that it was not a necessary part of our defence strategy and then went 
on to talk about the difficult financial climate inherited by the Government and the 
difficult decisions that the Government needs to make to balance the books. 
 



Page 4 of 4 

 

Unfortunately, he said, the Government at this time finds itself between a rock 
and a hard place. 

iv) Mr M Bazeley said that he felt the ‘Strategic Defence Revue’ is a disaster and 
asked Mr Hollingberry for his opinion. 
 
Mr Hollingberry said that it his personal opinion, which may not reflect the views 
of the Government, was that the Foreign Secretary when producing the report 
was inexperienced, and that he considered the ‘Strategic Defence Review’ to be 
neither strategic or a review. 

v) Mr Richard Gale said that in his report Sir Phillip Green had identified government 
waste and asked Mr Hollingberry to comment. 
 
Mr Hollingberry said that both Government and Local Government tend to be 
efficient and that it is wrong to compare government with commerce. 

vi) Mr R Bazeley said that he felt the re-surfacing of the roads was done to a very 
low standard. 
 
County Councillor Freddy Allgood explained the need to get the roads repaired at 
the lowest cost.  

vii) A member of the public asked about the salaries paid to Local Government Chief 
Executives, with the County Council Chief Executive being paid over £205,000 
per annum. 
 
Mr Hollingberry said that it was his opinion that Local Governement Chief 
Executives are overpaid that they get their remuneration without any of the 
financial risks of their commercial peers. 
 
Mr Cooper said that several Councils were trying to merge which would increase 
the responsibility of the Chief Executives and make their high salaries more 
justifiable. 

 
8.  Conclusion 

i) Mr Watson concluded the meeting by thanking everyone for attending. 
  
The meeting closed at 9:15p.m. 


