
SOUTHWICK & WIDLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held in the D-Day Memorial Hall Southwick on Friday 

27
th

 March 2012 at 7.30 pm. 
 
Present: 
Parish Councillors:- 
Mr J Watson – Chairman 
Mr J Cooper 
Mr A Richards 
Mr B Welch 
Mrs J Houghton 
Mrs E Verity 
Mrs S West 
Mrs C Hatcher 

 
Also Present: 
Colonel Prosser – Station Commander Southwick Park 
Major Finch 
Seven members of the public 
 
In Attendance: Eddie Mason – Clerk to the Council 
 
i) Apologies for absence: - Mrs D Beswick and Reverend R Green 
 
ii) Minutes of the previous meeting 

Proposed Mrs J Houghton seconded by Mr A. Richards and unanimously agreed that the 
minutes of the meeting held on the 1

st
 April 2011 be signed as a true and accurate record. 

 
iii) Colonel Ian Prosser 

Colonel Prosser started his meeting by saying that this year had been one of the most 
memorable; firstly that he had had the honour of being awarded an OBE and secondly that he 
had been appointed as Station Commander at Southwick Park. 
 
He said that he knew there was rumours going around that the Ministry of Defence intended to 
close Southwick Park and he would like to take this opportunity to set the record straight that 
from all the information that he had received the camp has a full and productive future. 
 
There are three parts to the training courses: 
a) The initial training of service police men and women for their future service at home and 

abroad. 
b) The basic training that takes between 21 to 25 weeks, teaching them the principles of police 

work, how to look after themselves and includes some environmental training and testing.  
c) Specific training for a fuller career in their chosen service. 
 
During the course of the year the camp has a throughput of approximately 2,500. 
 
The main objectives of camp are: 
a) To set out to inspire people. 
b) Build upon this and develop their understanding of police work. 
c) Coach them in an attempt to unlock their full potential. 
d) Confirm and challenge them to display those skills. 
 
The camp is fully guarded by military police and whilst its main purpose is to train military police 
one building inside the camp is hired by Hampshire Constabulary as a police crime bureau. 
 
At present the camp is underutilised and the Ministry of Defence is looking at other 
organisations to come and join Southwick Park.  
 



The living quarters are also underutilised and the Ministry of Defence are looking at other 
sections of the armed forces to utilise the living quarters. 
 
Questions: 
a) Mr Richards asked why are some private contractors used for training on the camp? 
 

Colonel Prosser said that it is more cost efficient to use contract driving instructors. 
 

iv) Reports: 
i) Report from Mr J Watson – Parish Council Chairman.  

Mr Watson presented a power point presentation which is shown in full in Appendix A 
 

ii) Report from Mrs P Stallard – Hampshire County Councillor: (See Appendix B) 
 

iii) Report from Mr J Cooper – Winchester City Councillor. (See Appendix C) 
 
6.  Accounts 

i) The Clerk presented the financial report for year ending 31
st
 March 2011 saying that the year 

showed a slight increase in reserves on the previous year from: 
 
2010  12,915.00 
2011  14,632.00 

   
Difference    1,717.00 

  
When setting the Precept the Parish Council took into consideration the cost of future 

projects including the Playing Field redevelopment project and decided to build its reserves 
by increasing the precept by £ 1,000.00 to 12,700 which equated to an increase of 8.55% 

 
7.    Meeting Opened for Questions 

i) Mr Watson thanked the speakers for attending and opened the meeting for questions. 
 
8.  Questions and Discussions 

i) Mr Welch asked who is responsible for Bolter Lane highway maintenance? 
 

He was informed that it was Hampshire County Council highways. 
ii) Mrs Houghton said that Priory Road is in a very bad state of repair. 
 

Mr Cooper said that he would report it. 
iii) A member of the public asked who cleans the path up to the back of the naval bungalows? 
 

Mr Cooper said that it is Ministry of Defence land. 
iv) A member of the public asked when resurfacing will take place of Belney Lane and Sheep 

Wash Lane. 
 

Mr Cooper said that these are on the next list of minor priorities. 
 
8.  Conclusion 

i) Mr Watson concluded the meeting by thanking everyone for attending. 
  
The meeting closed at 8:30p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Parish Assembly
Agenda

1.  Apologies for absence.

2.  Minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held 1st April 2010.

3.  Matters arising.

4.  Guest Speaker:    Col Ian Prosser OBE - Station Commander Southwick Park

5.  Parish Council reports: Councillor Mr J. Watson 

followed by report from:-

District Councillor Mr. J. Cooper      

6.  Parish Accounts for year 2010/2011 – Presented by the Parish Clerk. 

7.  Question Time.      

Southwick & Widley Parish Council

  
 

Southwick & Widley Parish Council

1.  Apologies for     

absence.

 
 

2.  Minutes of the 

Annual Parish Assembly 

held 1st April 2010.

Southwick & Widley Parish Council

SOUTHWICK & WIDLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held in the Montgomery Room, D-Day Memorial Hall 

Southwick on Friday 1st April 2011 at 7.30 pm. 
 
1. Present: 

Parish Councillors:- 
Mr J Watson – Chairman 
Mr J Cooper 
Mr A Richards 
Mr B Welch 
Mrs S Grant 
Mrs J Houghton 
 
Councillor F Allgood – Hampshire County Council 
Councillor J Cooper – Winchester City Council 
Reverend R Green 
Mr George Hollingbery MP 
Mr E Mason – Parish Clerk 
27 members of the public 
 

 
2,   Apologies for absence: - Mrs D Beswick 
 
3. Minutes of the previous meeting 

Proposed Mrs S Grant seconded by Mrs A. Richards and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the 
meeting held on the 14

th
 June 2010 be signed as a true and accurate record. 

 
4. Mr George Hollingbery MP 

Mr Hollingbery conservative MP for the Meon Valley area introduced himself as the new boy in politics 
having only entering parliament in 2010. He compared going into parliament to going back to school 
and feeling like he was entering Hogwarts on steroids. 
 
He spoke about Southwick’s tradition of starting its meeting with a prayer comparing this with the 
parliamentary tradition of morning prayers where those attending where entitled to write their names 
onto a card that is placed in the back of their seat and that the MP is then entitled to keep that seat for 
the remainder of the day.   
 
He went on to talk about the procedure concerning his maiden speech where tradition says that the MP 
making the maiden speech cannot be interrupted but it also does not allow the orator to say anything 
controversial. 
 
With regards to the Libyan situation he is broadly in support on humanitarian grounds of assisting the 
rebels, however, because of the breadth of the United Nations mandate it could be construed as an 
authorisation to legally kill Colonel Gaddafi and he would like to know the Government’s view on this. 
 
He spoke about the Localism Bill which is intended to return power to the local level, by giving Parish 
and Town Councils control over the affairs that affect them. 
 
Another Parliamentary Committee that he is sitting on and one that he has a particular interest in is the 
Welfare Reform Committee. The main priority of this bill is to get people back to work. 

 

 

 
 

Appendix A  

2012 Report from Mr Jim Watson – Parish Council Chairman 



3.  Matters Arising

Southwick & Widley Parish Council

 

4  .  Guest Speaker

Southwick & Widley Parish Council

Colonel Ian Prosser OBE

Station Commander

Southwick Park

 
 

 

It now gives me great pleasure to introduce Colonel Ian 

Prosser OBE as our Guest Speaker. 

This has been an eventful year for Colonel Prosser 

He was awarded the OBE this year by HM the Queen and  

also took over as Commandant at Southwick Park. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank him for 

taking over as our guest speaker at such short notice. 

 

Colonel Prosser OBE 

 



5  .  Parish Council Reports

Southwick & Widley Parish Council

Cllr. Jim Watson

 
 

5  .  Parish Council Reports

Southwick & Widley Parish Council

A year of ups and downs

 
 

I can report that the year from April 2011 to March 2012 has 

been a productive year for this parish Council 

 

With some ups and downs 

5  .  Parish Council Reports

Southwick & Widley Parish Council

A year of ups and downs

We have improvements ‘John Walter’s Corner’

 
We have finally started to see some improvements to the 

Junction of Back Lane & High Street ... with hedging and 



footpath work being undertaken by the Southwick Estate to 

open up the vision around the approach to the junction and 

the erecting of kerbside warning chevrons by Hampshire 

Highways.....  There is still more to come with safety road 

marking work later in the year. 

5  .  Parish Council Reports

Southwick & Widley Parish Council

A year of ups and downs

We have improvements  ‘John Walter’s corner’

Pleased with the improved Police presence & continuing  

community support shown.

 
 

We had another great turn out from the community to support 

Armed Forces Day on 25 June Last Year. 

 

My complaints about ‘police presence’ or lack of it in 2010 

must have been heeded, because the support  from Hampshire 

Constabulary last year was a great improvement 

This event will be repeated this year 

 

5  .  Parish Council Reports

Southwick & Widley Parish Council

A year of ups and downs

We have improvements  ‘John Walter’s corner’

Pleased with the improved Police presence & continuing  

community support shown.

We lost our Busses

 



Having lost our busses....  Hants Transport – Winchester CC 

– Boarehunt PC ... no Wickham or Swanmore 

5  .  Parish Council Reports

Southwick & Widley Parish Council

A year of ups and downs

We have improvements  ‘John Walter’s corner’

Pleased with the improved Police presence & continuing  

community support shown.

We lost our Busses

Pleased with support given by  Cllr’s Allgood & Cooper

 
 

Last year saw Southwick again being heavily supported by  

County  & City Councillors ......... 

 

The sudden death of Freddie Allgood will be a loss... 

 

5  .  Parish Council Reports

Southwick & Widley Parish Council

A year of ups and downs

We have improvements  ‘John Walter’s corner’

Pleased with the improved Police presence & continuing  

community support shown.

We lost our Busses

Pleased with support given by  Cllr’s Allgood & Cooper

Improving the number of notice boards
 

Two new ones and the other refurbished. 



5  .  Parish Council Reports

Southwick & Widley Parish Council

A year of ups and downs

Following through with Hampshire Highways - Slowly

 
 

Hants Highways work at their own speed 

No left turn 

Back Lane Junction 

But major re-surfacing was undertaken last year 

5  .  Parish Council Reports

Southwick & Widley Parish Council

A year of ups and downs

Following through with Hampshire Highways – Slowly

We arranged for all our street lights to be repainted

 
It may be a small thing ... but looking after street lights is our 

responsibility ... we ensured the one we have will last by 

spending money on having all lamp posts re-painted. 

 



5  .  Parish Council Reports

Southwick & Widley Parish Council

A year of ups and downs

Following through with Hampshire Highways – Slowly

We arranged for all our street lights to be repainted

West of Waterlooville and its impact on our future

 
 West of Waterlooville 

Signs that in 2012/13 building gets underway 

Parishing issues .... concerns shared with Denmead. 

5  .  Parish Council Reports

Southwick & Widley Parish Council

A year of ups and downs

Following through with Hampshire Highways – Slowly

We arranged for all our street lights to be repainted

West of Waterlooville and its impact on our future

Delay in moving forward with the Children's Playground

 
Some activity and progress ... halted over the last Q of last 

year because of our focus on local transport issues ... working 

group getting together again shortly. 

5  .  Parish Council Reports

Southwick & Widley Parish Council

A year of ups and downs

Following through with Hampshire Highways – Slowly

We arranged for all our street lights to be repainted

West of Waterlooville and its impact on our future

Delay in moving forward with the Children's Playground

We have started the process of preparing a Parish Plan

 



Building on our own Parish Development Plan ... presented at 

this Assembly last year... 

 

Now working with Winchester CC....... to produce a formal 

Parish Plan... 

5  . Parish Council Reports

Southwick & Widley Parish Council

Parish Development Plan  -

Still Guiding us

6 Strategic Intentions

1 D Day Memorial Hall Development

2 To enhance the appearance of the village

3 To improve local facilities for children

4 To improve local transportation links

5 To improve road safety  around the village

6 To protect the Conservation Area  
 

However we still use our current Development Plan as our 

Strategic Guide for the future ...... 

5  .  Parish Council Reports

Southwick & Widley Parish Council

And Finally

‘Thank you’ - to the Councillors & Clerk

 
 

Finally bringing my presentation to a close...  

 



I would like to express a big thank you to all of the other 

members of the PC for their support during the past year...  

With a special mention to Eddie Mason our Clerk .... who is 

always ‘at the end of a phone ... even when on the golf 

course.. 

 

But please remember that all of the PC’s are Volunteers ... 

giving up their time for our community....   

 

5  . Reports

Southwick & Widley Parish Council

Cllr. John Cooper MBE

Winchester City Council

Ward Member

Boarhunt & Southwick

 
 

5  . Reports

Southwick & Widley Parish Council

Cllr. John Cooper MBE

Winchester City Council

Ward Member

Boarhunt & Southwick

 
 



Councillor John Cooper MBE

46 MILL ROAD 

DENMEAD

PO7 6PB

Telephone 02392 255242 or 07517 210593

Email: jacooper@winchester.gov.uk

johncooper17@hotmail.co.uk

 
 

 

 

 

6  .  Parish Accounts

Southwick & Widley Parish Council

Eddie Mason

Clerk to the Council

 
 

6  .  Parish Accounts

Southwick & Widley Parish Council

2010 2011

RECEIPTS

£10,650.00 Precept £11,700.00

£4.00 Interest £4.00

NIL Grants £940.00

£657.00 VAT Repayment £476.00

£11,311.00 TOTAL RECEIPTS £13,120.00

PAYMENTS

£4,901.00 General Administration £7,061.00

£1,392.00 Street Lighting £1,061.00

£1,065.00 S.137 Payment £488.00

£2,827.00 Parks & Open Spaces Revenue £2,187.00

£475.00 Vat on Payments £606.00

£10,660.00 TOTAL PAYMENTS £11,403.00

 
 



6  .  Parish Accounts

Southwick & Widley Parish Council

RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS SUMMARY

£12,264.00 Balance at 1st April 2010 £12,915.00

£11,311.00 Add total receipts £13,120.00

£23,575.00 £26,035.00

£10,660.00 Deduct total expenditure £11,403.00

£12,915.00 Balance at 31st March 2011 £14,632.00

Represented by :-

£4,805.00 Bank current account £6,518.00

£8,110.00 Bank deposit Account £8,114.00

£12,915.00 £14,632.00

 
 

Any Questions

Southwick & Widley Parish Council

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Appendix B  

2012 Report from Mrs Patricia Stallard – Hampshire County Councillor 
 
Hampshire County Council continues to perform strongly across its services, despite being in the 
middle of a £100million cost reduction programme and undergoing unprecedented levels of 
organisational change.  The Council's quarter three performance report (to the end December 2011) 
shows that the majority of targets for the year are on track to be achieved.  
Key achievements include:  

• Achievement of savings targets for 2011/12, plus a reduction in the need for new savings in 
2012/13 through the full year impact of those secured this year  

• A decrease in the proportion of young people not in employment, education or training from 
9.3% to 5.1% between September and December 2011  

• External endorsement of the value for money provided by the County Council in the District 
Auditor's Annual Audit Letter  

• Approval of reduction in speed limits on 48 sections of roads following a review of accident 
rates on all A & B roads  

• Signed a new contract to develop shared IT services between Oxfordshire and Hampshire 
County Council.  

• Achieved an overall rating of good in the recent Ofsted inspection of the Adoption Service  

• The launch of Hampshire's Heroes Welcome scheme, whereby businesses pledge to give an 
extra warm welcome to members of the Armed Forces  

 
Broadband 
 
Hampshire County Council is to get £5m of the £8.4m that the Government set aside for the region, 
including Portsmouth, Southampton and the Isle of Wight.  Government funding is to be matched by 
local public and private finance and will bring enhanced speeds of at least 24 Mbs (Megabits per 
second) to at least 90 per cent of homes and businesses in the UK and provide universal access to 
standard broadband with a speed of at least 2 Mbs.  Around 50,000 households and nearly 7,000 
Hampshire businesses are in broadband ‘not spots’ with very slow broadband speeds of 2 Mbs or 
less.  Everyone should see improvements over time, if they are below the minimum levels.  The 
broadband project will be phased, estimated to start in January 2013 with a three year 
implementation programme due to be completed by the end of 2015. 
 
Operation Resilience 
 
Following the completion of Operation Restore which resurfaced and repaired 62 miles of road in 
over 200 separate locations in just six months, Operation Resilience is fixing more of Hampshire’s 
roads.  The project is essentially an investment in Hampshire’s roads for the long term and will see a 
substantial shift from reactive to planned maintenance, which is much more effective in the long run.  
Many of the sites in the programme will target smaller roads in rural locations and work carried out 
will include structural repairs, resurfacing and highways drainage. 
 
Adult Care 
 
Safeguarding services, providing independence and choice and meeting the care needs of the most 
vulnerable are paramount so HCC are planning for the development of Extra-Care housing.  This will 
provide over 400 new or refurbished units to help older people maintain independence and avoid 
expensive care in residential homes. 
 
Hampshire County Council are also adding a further £11.5m allocation to the budget to address the 
needs of Hampshire’s ageing population, the increasing number of people with disabilities living into 
adulthood and the increasing cost of care packages. 
 
Lights Reduce Carbon Emissions 
 
In areas where new, white, street light has replaced the orange street lighting, residents have 
reported that they wanted the intensity of light reduced because they felt the white lights were too 
bright.  Subsequently the County Council trialled the adjustment of lighting levels in some low crime 
areas, lowering it to 75 per cent of their full capacity from sunset to midnight, and from 5.00 am to 



sunrise, and to operate at 50 per cent of full capacity between midnight and 5.00 am.  The trial has 
been very successful and, if rolled out across the County, it will bring carbon emissions down by 27 
per cent from 26,000 metric tonnes of CO2 to 19,000 tonnes and, subject to wholesale energy prices, 
produce savings of approximately £1.3m per annum. 
 
Village Community Grant Scheme 
 
The Hampshire Village Community Grant Scheme has been developed by HCC with Community 
Action Hampshire and the Hampshire Association of Local Councils.  The Scheme is targeted 
primarily at villages with fewer than 5,000 residents, with applications welcome from community 
associations, village shops associations, parish councils and formal voluntary associations. To find 
out more call 01962 846558. 
 
Child Car Seat Checks 
 
In partnership with Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service and Hampshire Police, the County Council 
are now offering free child car seat checks to ensure that the seats being used fit properly according 
to the child’s weight and height.  The “Fit it Right” programme will take place at ASDA, Havant on 
Wednesday 13

th
 June 2012 and Wednesday 12

th
 September at Sainsbury’s, Hedge End, 10.00 am – 

2.00 pm and checks are free of charge.  The law requires all children travelling in cars to use the 
correct child restraints until they are either 135cm in height or the age of 12 (whichever they reach 
first).  After this they must use an adult seat below.  Last year there were 152 child vehicle occupant 
casualties in Hampshire. 
 
Royal seal of approval for Village 30 
The Village 30 Initiative - a scheme that introduced 30 mph speed limits in 112 villages in Hampshire 
- won the Prince Michael International Road Safety Award.  Combining safety engineering, education 
and enforcement, Village 30 has resulted in a steady reduction in driving speeds - initial monitoring 
has shown there has been an average reduction in speeds of nine per cent and road traffic accidents 
have reduced by as much as 80 per cent.  
Village 30 was initiated in response to concerns about traffic speeds expressed by people living in 
rural communities. It was also in line with the release of revised Government guidance on setting 
speed limits, which stated villages should have comparable speed limits to similar roads in urban 
areas.  
 
Diamond Jubilee 
 
Hundreds of oak trees are to be planted across Hampshire to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  
Letters have been sent to more than 500 schools and Parish Councils across the county inviting 
them to take part in the tree-planting scheme.  The idea is that the Council, working with the 
Woodland Trust, will supply and deliver oak saplings while schools and parishes will be responsible 
for planting and watering them.  It is also anticipated that new public woods will be announced when 
negotiations with private landowners are completed.    For more details of the Diamond Jubilee 
programme see the Council’s website at www.hants.gov.uk/diamondjubilee  
 
London Olympics and Paralympics 2012 
 
Hampshire will be hosting one of the biggest rolling road blocks it has seen since the Tour de France 
in1994.  The Olympic Torch will be in Hampshire on 11

th
, 14

th
, 15

th
 and 16

th
 July 2012.  To make sure 

you get the best view of where to see the Torch check out the Council’s dedicated website at 
www.hants.gov.uk/2012. 
 
County Councillor Patricia Stallard 
Winchester Southern Parishes 
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Appendix C  

2012 Report from Mr John Cooper – Winchester City Councillor 
 
1. COUNCIL FINANCES 
 Gross Expenditure £90.635m    Gross Income £81.3 73m (including Housing Revenue Account) 
 
Net Budget   £15.103m (including Parish Precepts) 
Received from Government £ 5.842m (includes Rate Support Grant and non-domestic rates) 
Charged as Council Tax  £ 6.101m 
Parish Precepts   £ 3.159m 
 
Band D Tax WCC  £126.27 
Town Rate   £ 61.32  
HCC £1037.88 Police £146.25 Fire £61.38 
 
There has not been any increase in Council Tax by the Primary Authorities above. WCC Councillors have 
continued a 5% reduction in their Annual Allowances as last year. 
 

2. RESOURCES 
There have not been any cuts in essential services. This FY 2011/12 the Council has made savings 
and will finish the year with a £200k surplus. WCC has made funds of £750k available to meet 
grants. £50k available for Community Grants and to support Rural Business. Created Finance for 
Council House Building. WCC has NOT introduced Sunday Parking Charges and made minimum 
increases and some reductions in CP Charges in order to protect the economy of Winchester. WCC 
is providing funding, with HCC, for Broadband improvements in the Rural Areas. WCC Council staff 
levels reduced by 10% in the past two years as the Council found more efficient ways of working 
particularly in partnership with other District Councils. Guildhall refurbished-cafe relocated to a better 
location to attract visitors to the City disembarking from the Coach and Bus Services. WCC is getting 
a higher rent return from Council owned property - this helps protect Council Tax Payers from CT 
increases. 

 

3. COMMUNITY SAFETY. 
The Community Safety team are reporting reductions in levels of ASB & Rowdy and inconsiderate 
behaviour. Stronger & more effective policing of Winchester's night time economy is showing falling 
levels of alcohol related violence. New measures have been put into place to tackle repeat offences 
of domestic violence. A Countrywatch scheme has been set up to protect against rural crime. 

 
A Plea from the Police. tell them if a crime has been committed. Often they are receiving information 
third hand via Cllrs - sometimes days after the event. 

 
Please adopt the following procedures: 
a) Crime in progress Dial 999 immediately 
b) Crime discovered after the event. Dial 101 to report the details. 
c) Subsequently tell your Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator, neighbours, Cllrs and Parish 

Council. 

 
Report all crime: including theft of minor items; vandalism; damage to vehicles and buildings; fly 
tipping and littering. 

 
4. Economy 
 
4.1 £60m Rural Economy Grant Scheme 

This is an exciting new scheme whereby rural businesses can apply for individual grants which could 
range from £25,000 to more than £lm each. The objective is to support the businesses in increasing 
competitiveness and profits. Successful applicants will receive up to 40% of the cost of projects and 
the five areas we anticipate the scheme supporting will be in farm competitiveness; agri-food; 
tourism; forestry and micro enterprises such as digital media technology and small scale, high value 
manufacturing. Applications for grants are now being accepted and further information is available 
at: http://rdpenetwork.defra.gov.uk/funding-sources/rural-economy-grant. 
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This is part of a broader £165m package the Gov is delivering to unlock the economic potential of 
our rural areas. The Gov believes that we need to foster a growing and robust rural economy - for 
the benefit of both rural communities and the economy more widely. 

 
4.2 LEADER Funding 

The Fieldfare LAG group administering the LEADER grants scheme continues to one of the most 
successful groups across the Country. We have now supported 91 projects and awarded grants 
totalling £1.2m which has help promote a total investment by these projects exceeding £5m 

 

5. SAFE AND STRONG COMMUNITIES 
Proposed cuts to £3/4M Grants Budget for Voluntary & Community Organisations reversed and 
maintained for next Year. Core funding support for over 40 groups. More than 30 small grants 
awarded in 11/12 to pump prime a wide variety of community initiatives. More small grants funding 
available to support community 2012 celebrations. Substantial financial support for 15 Community 
Buildings improvement projects. Financial support for production of Parish Plans/Village Design 
statements. More funding for Citizens Advice & organisations supporting the homeless. New support 
service for older people (VISA) in Winnall & Stanmore commissioned. Funding to support Southern 
Parishes led Community Transport initiatives. 'Its ok to Play' adventure play sites delivered at 4 
woodland locations in the District 

 
6. STRATEGIC PLANNING ISSUES. 

 
6.1 Rural Economy 

A rural planning workshop was held on 19 January at Sparsholt College for rural businesses and 
Landowners considering applying for planning permission. This workshop is one of a number of 
improvements the Council has introduced to help rural businesses with the planning process. The 
council is also training two existing senior planners to act as Rural Business Advisors. In addition, a 
new easy to follow guide, Planning Guidance for Rural Businesses, was launched at the event and 
explains how the process works. 

 
The Council has involved businesses in helping it to review and redesign the way it does things, and 
the Council hopes that rural businesses will start to feel the benefits of their involvement. This 
doesn't mean the Council can say 'yes' to every business application, but it will mean that the 
Council will strive to build long term relationships with its business customers to understand each 
other's point of view. The Council will continue to listen to what rural businesses tell it and to make 
improvements to the service. 

 
 
 

6.2 Planning Policy/Community Planning Briefing 
This briefing was aimed at Parish and City Councillors in Winchester District and organisations 
representing communities in the unparished areas of Winchester. It provided an update on the 
various types of 'plan' being produced in the District or available to local communities, how they 
might fit together, the progress being made and the support available. 

 

6.3 National Commendation for Winchester's Community 'Blueprint' 
Winchester City Council is celebrating once more after its planning engagement project 'Blueprint' 
was commended at the national Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI) awards ceremony in London. 
The design and implementation of the project was carried out completely in-house by Council 
officers and was a very effective, yet a value for money way of offering residents the opportunity to 
engage with the Council on the future of their local areas." 

 

7. DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT AND CONTROL 
Figures for planning performance (determination of planning applications) 
In April 2011 the determination rates for Major Apps and Minor Apps were only running at between 
2% and 4% while Other Apps were at 39% within Gov Target timescales. There has been a 
significant improvement over the last 10 Months and the Council is now consistently meeting or 
exceeding Gov targets. In January 2012 the Council is now achieving a turnaround/decision time for 
Major of 67% Minor at 78% All Other Apps averaging 80% and above. 
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8. Strategic Housing 
Principal Successes 
On target to produce 124 affordable homes in FY 2011/12. 1200 social rented and shared ownership 
homes built in the last 10 years Homeless people sleeping rough are being taken off the streets, car 
parks etc by use of Bed and Breakfast facilities using Gov funding. Hampshire Home Choice Letting 
system saving WCC money and providing Housing Applicants with greater choice. 

 

9. LANDLORD SERVICES 
Introduced Estate Improvements programme. Over £3 00k spent in 2011/12 on better car parking 
facilities for tenants, door entry systems and lighting. This will continue in future years. 26 new 
heating systems installed into rural Council Houses to help tenants save on electricity heating costs. 
Further £300k per year being spent in future years. Housing Stock had met Decent Homes standard 
by 2010. Properties with bathrooms older than 30 years and kitchens older than 20 years will be 
replaced in the next ten years as over £52m will be spent on properties from the Council House 
Rents. Priority being given to dealing with parking, rubbish and noise issues on the estates in 
Stanmore and Winnall. Planned to spend from Council Rents up to £42m to build about 300 new 
Council Houses over the next 10 years 

 

10. CULTURAL SERVICES 
Partnership meetings with HCC are taking place re joint working for museums and art and the 
proposals are for the Westgate museum to close and be available for public hire. Museums, storage 
at Bar End being utilised for possible housing, so WCC will need to look elsewhere to store some of 
their artefacts - can't sell without Sec. of State permission. Sport has gone very quiet. They have lost 
a member of their team through redundancy, their one administrative person has gone on maternity 
leave and there is no temporary replacement, so two people are struggling on with everything. Very 
difficult times. Historic Environment Team have introduced (as from April 2011) charges for 
undertaking searches/giving heir) with planning applications/advice. Not before time as these 
enquiries take up davs and davs of Officer time. 

 
11. HIGH QUALITY ENVIRONMENT 
 

11.1 Park and Ride 
Park and Ride is proving to be extremely successful attracting large number of users and on an 
average day it carries between 2,500 and 3,000 passenger trips. In November and December 2011 
we saw as many as 8,000 passenger trips a day. As a result of this on a number of days passenger 
demands exceeded bus capacity and therefore additional buses were provided. The number of cars 
parked in our Park and Ride sites, continues to grow with over 1,500 recorded last December. In 
February this year we have improved the bus service to meet the needs of early morning commuters 
travelling to London 

 
11.2 WCC supports and promotes cycling WCC in the process of updating the cycling map for Winchester 

City and promoting schemes like the National Cycle route NC23 which includes the Hockley Viaduct. 
WCC, HCC and Sustrans are embarking on a project to repair the viaduct and link it as a cycle route 
to the South Park and Ride. 

 
11.3 Air Quality - we have been set some very ambitious targets using 2007 as the baseline:      

20% reduction by 2012 30% reduction by 2015. 
 

However, this level of ambition is important for the Winchester District as the current levels of CO2 
emissions, at 8.3 tonnes per capita, are the highest in Hampshire. A 20% reduction will therefore 
bring the District's emissions to the level that many are at now. 

 
11.4 The new Winchester Town Access Plan has been adopted. With this plan the Council has a good 

basis by which to develop better practices that will result in reduced carbon emissions. 
 
11.5 The Council introduced this year a three-ringed strategy to car parking and pricing in Winchester. 

Discounted pricing parking for low emission vehicles. Improving signage to car parks and routes 
through the city. The council has purchased an electric car to be used by the wardens and it travels 
to Denmead and back on one charge. The Biffa Waste Collection contract uses new Euro 5 standard 
vehicles with less emissions. Our park and ride buses are Euro five - but these unfortunately actually 
add to the calculations used to calculate the council's emissions. We have annually increased the 
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mileage covered by the park and ride buses 150,000 miles and this is about 240 tonnes of C02 per 
year, but the DEFRA calculations do not take into account the reduction of cars into the city as well 
as our new refuse vehicles - if these were taken into account it would reduce our emissions by about 
6%. This is something that the council is pursuing with Defra. 

 
11.6 The Council has appointed an energy manager to increase energy savings and cost savings for the 

Council by the use of low energy lighting, reducing drafts, boiler controls - water wastage etc. WCC 
and HCC are promoting schemes like Insulate Hampshire - free insulation to all Hampshire residents 
until 31 March 2012. HCC, through a Private Finance Initiative Project, is providing new and more 
efficient street lighting across the District including the City Councils lighting stock in parks, council 
housing areas and surface car parks. WCC will be installing more efficient lighting in multi storey car 
parks. 

 
 
11.7 The WCC travel plan committee looks at ways of encouraging staff to think about their carbon 

footprint better ways of flexi working, incentive schemes to use public transport, car sharing, 
company car schemes that promote lowest emission vehicles, and we have promotions of 
conserving energy with switch it off campaigns and better communications. 

 
11.9 On carbon emissions and climate change WCC is working with Winchester Action on Climate 

Change. (WinAcc) which is a fast-growing and effective network of local people mostly centred 
around Winchester but who are trying to get out to the market towns and rural villages, businesses 
and organizations, to work one-third by 2015. Winchester is amongst the twenty most affluent 
districts in the country - prosperous economies are usually high carbon emitters. Winchester also 
covers 250 square miles with over 50 rural settlements, not all serviced with efficient public transport. 
Car ownership is higher that the national average with over 50% more households with 2 or more 
cars. So it's a very tough call for Winchester but the Council is working on it. 

 
11.10 The Food Hygiene Rating Scheme (FHRS), managed by WCC, allows you all to be better informed 

when eating out. Restaurants, takeaways and pubs are inspected to check that their hygiene 
standards meet legal requirements. The standards are rated on a scale ranging from zero (which 
means 'urgent improvement necessary') to a top rating of five ('very good'). These ratings will be 
available for anyone to view on the FSA website at food.gov.uk/ratings or via the City Council's own 
website www.winchester.gov.uk. Food businesses will also be given a sticker and certificate and 
encouraged to display these at the entrance to their 
premises to help customers. 

 
11.11 In Winchester HCC and WCC are undertaking a joint project to refurbish the Historic Square. Work 

started before Christmas 2011 and is planned to be finished by the end of March 2012. A Prohibition 
of Driving 'except for access' on Great Minster Street and The Square has been agreed and will be 
implemented when The Square refurbishment works are complete. We have also introduced a pilot 
20mph speed limit covering the roads around The Square. These measures will be carefully 
monitored to determine their impact and benefits on residents, businesses, pedestrians and cyclists 
in the area. 

 
12 LOCAL PLANNING ISSUES. 

West Of Waterlooville 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


