
Appendix B 
 
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL report to Southwick & Widley Parish Council – Tuesday 31

st
 March 2015 

 
Southwick 
 
Looking back over the last twelve months shows it to be yet another busy year and one in which I was delighted 
to be co-opted onto the Parish Council of Southwick & Widley.  I have always received a very warm welcome in 
Southwick and this support has, without exception, been extended by all Parish Councillors.  I look forward to 
continue working with them for the benefit of the Parish. 
 
A long awaited event has happened this year, when I finally managed to get the go-ahead on the 
reconfiguration of the highways at the junction of High Street and Priory Road.  As residents will know, this has 
been a major project, one which has cost many thousands of pounds, but one which I am sure residents and 
visitors alike will find less frustrating than the previous road layout, which did not permit a right turn when exiting 
Priory Road – although I’m certain countless motorists attempted this manoeuvre, with varying degrees of 
success! 
 
I am very supportive of the Parish Council’s proposal to have gateways into the village of Southwick and I’ve no 
doubt that those discussions will reignite during the Highways and Transport workshops which County 
Councillors have in their diaries for later this year, towards the end of May. 
 
Last year was very special for Southwick with the commemorations to mark the 70

th
 anniversary of the D-Day 

landings.  I was very pleased to be able to part-fund some of those events and help out with the exhibitions 
which took place in the Church.  I also had plenty of time to wander around the various exhibitions and stalls; 
my family and I had a great day but couldn’t enjoy a famous Southwick pasty as the shop had sold out.  We’ve 
made up for it since! 
 
During the year I established regular County Councillor Surgeries in Southwick Village Stores and these have 
been extremely successful.  I enjoy meeting and talking with residents and it’s very rewarding when I am able 
to sort out a problem for them.  Of course, residents don’t need to wait to attend a Surgery, they may contact 
me at any time if they have something which they wish to talk through. 
 
Hampshire County Council 
 

• At the County Council headquarters in Winchester I have been kept busy in my role as Chairman of the 
Select Committee which oversees all public health and adult social care matters in Hampshire.  In 
addition, I continue to sit on three other Select Committees: Children & Young People; Communities and 
Culture, plus Policy and Resources.  I am also on the Hampshire Schools Admissions Panel and 
represent the County on numerous other external organisations. 
 

• Like all other Local Authorities the County Council has to make significant savings and is on target to 
achieve savings of £102 million by the end of March 2015 and another £100 million by 31st March 2017.  
Despite this HCC has again frozen its council tax levy, there has been no increase for six years and this 
makes Hampshire’s council tax the second lowest of any County. 

 

•  Hampshire County Council came out top of all County Councils in a national survey of residents' 
satisfaction with local Highway Maintenance services. It also took the top spot in satisfaction with street 
lighting and highway enforcement, second in winter maintenance, and third in satisfaction with the overall 
condition of the highways. 

 

• During the month of February the Hampshire Highways maintenance team cleared 9,080 gullies and 
catchpits; repaired 1,121 potholes; completed 113 drainage jobs; spent 4,923 hours on spreading salt on 
64,154 miles of roads and resurfaced 30,927 square metres of carriageway [which, I am told, is 
equivalent to resurfacing Wembley Stadium over 4.3 times!]. 

 

• Hampshire County Council is taking positive action to pilot the County's first licensing scheme for A-
boards. The year-long pilot will take place in Andover town centre, where the County Council has 
recently had to resort to legal action over the placement of A-Boards on the public highway. This followed 
safety complaints from the public, which the Council has a legal duty to follow up as the Highway 
Authority. 

 

• The pilot will be run within Andover Town Centre for 12 months, and will be reviewed after the first four 
months. Businesses will be required to apply for a license which includes a £50 fee to cover the costs of 
operating the scheme. 

 

• The County Council's headquarters office in Winchester is now topped with 90 solar panels, which are 
expected to generate around 21.8 kW at their peak performance - equivalent to powering a small primary 
school. The panels are also set to cut the authority's carbon footprint by reducing its reliance on non-



renewable electricity from the grid. This is part of a wider Carbon Reduction strategy which will see 
consumption reduced by 20% from 2010 to 2015. 

 

• The County Council has already installed more than 20 solar panel arrays on schools in the area, which 
are saving money and generating free electricity as well as acting as a learning resource for pupils.  

 

• Hampshire County Council has been able to offer 98.4% of parents a place for their child at a secondary 
school of their choice, with 97.6% being offered a place at their first or second preference school for 
September 2015.  Pupils who did not secure a place at one of their chosen schools are allocated a place 
at a school, near to where they live, with available places. Parents have the right to appeal in these 
situations, and can put their child's name down on their preferred school's waiting list. Places do become 
available if parents change their mind, or families move home. 

 

• The admissions team is now processing primary school applications with offers due to go out to parents 
on 16 April 2015. 

 
More News in a Nutshell – Hampshire County Council 
 

• Central funding for Hants is £97 per head of population [third lowest in England] Cumbria is highest and 
receives £216 per head.  If Hampshire received the average upper tier funding per head [£149] it would 
give the County £70 million more. 
 

• Hampshire Council Tax is third lowest, Nottinghamshire is highest and if HCC imposed the same Council 
Tax level as Nottinghamshire it would give us £86 million more. 

 

• Total reserves of £482 million as at 31st March 2014 but only £81 million is available [not ring-fenced] for 
one-off spending 

 

• A four year capital programme is in place which totals £876 million which includes – 
 

• £180 m investment in new and school buildings 
 

• £26 m for older persons Extra-Care 
 

• £136 m for structural maintenance of roads and bridges 
 

• £13.75 m towards a £30 m programme for broadband coverage 
 

• 2014/2015 gross expenditure was £1.9 billion [£732 m on schools; £442 million on adult social care; £281 
million on children’s services; Culture and communities £137 million] 

 

• On 1st October 2015 responsibility for 0-5 children’s public health commissioning will transfer to the 
County Council 

 

• It is anticipated that the Public Health budget for 2015/2016 will be around £49 million for Hampshire. 
 

• The number of extra-care places to be provided has been extended to 700 units at an estimated cost of 
£26 million 

 
 

Patricia Stallard 
County Councillor for Winchester Southern Parishes 
[Denmead, Boarhunt, Southwick, Wickham, Knowle, Whiteley] 
pgstallard@aol.com             02392 251484           


