
Appendix B 
 

SOUTHWICK & WIDLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

Minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held in the D-Day Memorial Hall Southwick on Tuesday 
29

th
 March 2016 at 7.30 pm. 

 
1) Council Tax 

Hampshire’s Council Tax next year will be the lowest of any county in England and Wales.  This 
is despite the axing of the Government’s Council Freeze Grant and the Government authorising 
county councils to raise Council Tax by 2% to pay for additional provision for adult social care 
and so ease the burden on the NHS. 

 
After 6 years with a stand-still of Council Tax in the county, Hampshire has had to raise its 
precept by 3.99% this coming year.  This is an increase of £41.40 on a Band D property – an 
increase of 80 pence a week.  In real terms, after inflation is taken into account, the Hampshire 
tax is still lower than it was 5 years ago. 

 
2) Mayor or No Mayor, Combined Authority or Unitary? 

At the request of the Government, the 19 partners of the Hampshire & Isle of Wight devolution 
partnership including the 15 local councils, two Local Enterprise Partnerships and two National 
Park Authorities from the area, have provided additional details about their proposals on a 
number of topics including low-cost housing delivery, funding for vital infrastructure such as 
roads and schools and how the decisions that would be passed down from Government would 
be taken at a local level. 

 
However, during a recent visit the Minister with responsibility for devolution, James Wharton 
MP, asked the partnership to agree that devolved powers should be given to a new elected 
'metro mayor' for the area. The partners considered this issue fully and agreed that, while they 
can see the benefits of a 'metro mayor' for big cities such as London or Manchester, they do not 
see it as the right model for a large, diverse and extensively rural area such as Hampshire and 
the Isle of Wight. This message has been passed back to Government. Now it would appear 
that several members of the Hampshire & Isle of Wight devolution partnership [excluding 
Winchester City Council and Hampshire County Council] have been in discussion at 
Westminster to consider forming a separate super unitary including Portsmouth, Southampton, 
Isle of Wight, Eastleigh Borough Council, Fareham, Havant, East Hants District Council and 
Gosport.  That Unitary would have an elected Mayor.  HCC [and other local 
authorities/partners] do not support a “Solent City” model as it would effectively split the county.  
Furthermore, we now understand that for a Hampshire & Isle of Wight devolution partnership 
bid to succeed at Westminster, it will be necessary to agree to having an elected Mayor.  There 
seems to be little choice available for, if the local authorities do not agree to having an overall 
elected Mayor then the Government is very likely to impose one or it could even split all of 
Hampshire into several unitary authorities.  Unitary authorities are not two-tiered authorities, ie 
they do not have Borough, District or City Councils so we would, for example, see the demise 
of Winchester City Council if the government were to impose unitaries.  The only option, if not 
the best option, seems to agree to having a Combined Authority, with an elected Mayor.  
However, nothing has been decided yet and we await further news. 

 
3) Council Funding 

Hampshire County Council has welcomed last week's announcement by the Government of 
£150 million of additional support for Councils in each of the next two years. The 
announcement by Communities Secretary, Greg Clark came after many councils, and MPs in 
county areas expressed their serious concerns over changes to funding calculations that had 
particularly hit rural and semi-rural counties.  

 
As a result of the changed funding formula, Hampshire was told just before Christmas that it 
would face an unprecedented reduction of £48 million in its grant for the 2016/17 financial year. 
In response, Councillor Perry wrote to the Prime Minister, Chancellor of the Exchequer and 
Local Government Minister Greg Clark, expressing his deep concern at the scale of the 
reduction just weeks before the need to set a balanced budget. Hampshire County Council is 
now in line to receive an additional £9 million in each of the next two years. However, it is only 
transitional help for two years and the fact remains that we still have to find significant recurring 
efficiency savings in the years ahead.  

 
 
 



 
4) Safeguarding Adults 

A new smartphone app is being launched as part of a new campaign to raise awareness of 
adult safeguarding in Hampshire communities.  See it, Stop it! was developed by Hampshire 
County Council in collaboration with the Hampshire Safeguarding Adults Board (HSAB) which 
was established in 2003 and is a multi-agency partnership providing strategic leadership for 
adult safeguarding across the local authority area. It has an independent chair and its remit is to 
agree objectives, set priorities and co-ordinate the strategic development of adult safeguarding. 

 
The app is available on Google Play and the Apple app store.  If anyone has any concerns 
about themselves or they think someone is being abused they should contact Hampshire 
County Council on 0300 555 1386 or the police on 101.  In an emergency, or if you suspect you 
or someone else is in immediate danger, phone 999. 

 
5) New Residents’ Newsletter 

This month sees the launch of a new monthly digital magazine Your Hampshire – which will 
keep residents better connected to the County Council’s latest news and activities.  The 
development of Your Hampshire has been informed by the response from residents through a 
questionnaire promoted in the winter edition of the Hampshire Now magazine (the last edition) 
and feedback collected from the 'Shaping Hampshire' public consultation held last summer.  In 
both cases, residents were in favour of the printed magazine being stopped and making the 
most of digital channels to provide information about County Council services. People are being 
invited to subscribe to Your Hampshire via email from www.hants.gov.uk/yourhampshire-
feb2016 and we are promoting Your Hampshire through the County Council’s social media 
channels. 

 


