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SOUTHWICK & WIDLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY  

 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Assembly held in the D-Day Memorial Hall Southwick on Tuesday 24th 

April 2018 at 7.30 pm. 
 
Present: 
Parish Councillors: - 
Mr J. Watson - Chairman 
Mr A Richards 
Mrs J Houghton 
Mr N Cutler 
Mr G. Clark 
Mrs P. Stallard 
Rev S. Brocklehurst 
 
Also Present: 
District Councillor A. Clear 
District Councillor T. Evans 
4 Members of the public   
 
In Attendance: Eddie Mason – Clerk to the Council 
 

1. Apologies for absence: - Mr A. Hinton, Mrs A. Ashby and Flt. Lt. Hayes. 
 

2. Minutes of the previous meeting 
Proposed Mr A. Richards seconded by Mr G. Clerk and unanimously agreed that the minutes of the 
meeting held on the 28th March 2017 be signed as a true and accurate record. 

 
3. Reports: 

a) Report from Councillor – Parish Council Chairman. - Mr Watson presented a power point 
presentation which is shown in full in Appendix A 

b) Report from County Councillor P Stallard – Hampshire County Councillor: (See Appendix B) 
c) Report from District Councillor N Cutler – Winchester City Councillor.  
d) Report from District Councillor T Evans – Winchester City Councillor. 
e) Report from District Councillor A Clear – Winchester City Councillor. 

 
4. Accounts 

The Clerk gave a brief report: 
a) The 2016/17 financial year showed an increase in the Precept on the previous year from: 

2016 £17,635 
2017 £19,365 
Although this represented an increase of 11.34% the actual amount paid per household is 
reduced because of the extra dwellings from the Granger Development at the West of 
Waterlooville.  

b) The 2016/17 financial year showed a decrease in reserves on the previous year from: 
 

2016 £22,932.00* 
2017 £28,103.00* 

   
Difference     £5171.00*  

 
The increase in our reserves is to cover anticipated expenditure both at Southwick and West of 
Waterlooville. 

 
5. Meeting Opened for Questions: 

Mr Watson thanked the speakers for attending and opened the meeting for questions. 
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6. Questions and Discussions 
a) Mr S. Nicholls said, what is annoying is that when pot-holes are repaired they are immediately 

broken up by heavy vehicles, and he feels that this could be prevented if there is a commercial 
vehicle weight limit. 
 
County Councillor Stallard said that the protocol for repairing pot-holes is to initially do a 
temporary repair. She went on to say that she urged people to report pot-holes as soon as they 
appear through the Hampshire County Council web-site. They will are put onto a programme for 
the Highways Contractor to undertake the repair. Unfortunately the Contractor will not publish a 
schedule of when the repair will be done. 
 
With regard to heavy vehicles; unfortunately, these have a right of travel if there are no weight 
restrictions. 
 
Mr Cutler said that the Council has discussed the pot- hole problems caused by heavy vehicles 
many times and what it possibly needs is a multi-agency approach to find a solution. 
 

b) Mr Cutler moved a vote of thanks to the Chairman for the tireless work he undertakes on behalf 
of the village. This was unanimously approved.     

 
7. Conclusion 

a) Mr Watson concluded the meeting by thanking everyone for attending and invited those 
attending to join with the Councillors for some light refreshment. 

  
The meeting closed at 8:25p.m. 
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Appendix A 

 

2017 was another steady year for this Council, where we were able to keep a firm control of costs 

through prudent management of our funds. Our Finance Committee is very conscious that, for the 

last 3 years and for a couple more years to come, our Precept has and will be escalated by the new 

builds and occupations on the West of Waterlooville MDA 

 

Our historic Parish had around 540 voters across 300 households, residing in the area outside of the 

West of Waterlooville MDA. But this year we now have an additional 280 new voters residing in 

140 households on the Grainger development. Later this year we can expect a further 100 

households to join that number. 

 

This means that around one fifth or 20% or our precept receipts are originating from the new West 

of Waterlooville MDA. This new build development currently has little impact upon our 

expenditure because the public open space maintenance, street lighting, and street cleaning are still 

the responsibility of Grainger and will be so for several years to come. 

 

It is for this reason that the Council decided last year to ring-fence around 20% of our income for 

specific apportionment to the MDA and monitor the future growth with a view to increasing that to 

25% or 30% later this year. 

 

We are doing this to ensure that funds are built up to enable the Parish Council to support the new 

community that is developing in the MDA. Indeed, the formal process to establish a separate and 

new Parish Council for the MDA is now well advanced and we expect a separation to take place in 

2019 or 2020 when Southwick & Widley, together with Denmead Parishes relinquish geographic 

control of the MDA to a newly formed Parish Council. 

 

When this occurs it is likely that we, and Denmead, will have to pass over some funds to pump 

prime the assets of the new Parish and it is for this reason that your Parish Council has taken a 

pragmatic approach towards identifying specific funds to safeguard for this future eventuality. 

 

This time last year we were planning to take on responsibility for a new community building on the 

MDA, unfortunately this has not happened for a number of reasons. But, we are now expecting to 

have that responsibility thrust on us in the coming months. 

 

In our last financial year this Parish Council was very disappointed by decisions made by the 

Planning Committee. On two occasions the Planning Committee have not support the majority view 

of our community here in Southwick & Widley. 

 

This has now focussed our attention more closely on all planning applications so that we are in a 

better position to engage much earlier with the planning officers concerned. 

 

Back door capacity expansion by the developers on the MDA is now being guarded against to 

ensure that there is no repetition of the 13A planning application made recently to the joint 

Winchester and Havant planning committee. 

 

Councillor Cutler and myself also met with Cllr Caroline Coombes (Councillor with responsibility 

for planning) and the head of planning control from Winchester following the decision made in 

respect of the Church wall. Both of them now understand why the community in Southwick feel so 

very let down by remote decisions made in Winchester and we hope that such a travesty does not 

occur again. 
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Your volunteer Parish Council, continue to give up their time and skills to support, improve and 

safeguard our community and I’d like to take this opportunity to thank them all for their 

contribution over the last year.  

 

We are fortunate to have representation from the County Council and the District Council amongst 

our members, together with representation from Southwick Park where we saw Sqd Ldr Tim Mayes 

take over from Maj Richard Horsman as a co-opted member.  

 

There is no doubt in my mind that the addition of Patricia, Neil and Tim to the Parish Council team 

has strengthened and enriched its capability. So thank you for your support and guidance to help us 

improve our communications with the County, District and Southwick Park.  

 

In the same way we now plan to co-opt those who could potentially form the new Parish Council on 

the West of Waterlooville, helping to form a shadow council in waiting to make the transition easier 

for them. 

 

And finally to close, on behalf of the whole Council, I’d like to formally thank our Clerk – Mr 

Eddie Mason - for making our day to day activity easier for us. 

 

Thank you. 
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Appendix B 

Southwick & Widley 
Annual Parish Meeting - Tuesday 24th April 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• The 

population was estimated to be 1,353,350 in 2016 which makes Hampshire the third most 

populous county in England. 

• HCC is responsible for 80% of spend on council services in Hampshire. 

• 85% of the county is rural and just 15% is urban area. 

Hampshire County Council budget –  

Revenue Budget of £2.0bn (2018/19) including: 

 

• £860m for Education; 

• £628m for Social Care and Other Services for Children and Adults; 

• £53m for Public Health; 

• £143m for Highways, Transport, Economic Development and Waste disposal. 

Plus a capital programme of £540 million over three years (2018/19 – 2020/21) for extra care 

housing, additional school places and new schools etc. 

 

Financial Challenges -  

HCC’s total general grant loss since 2010/11 has been £219m. 

• Reductions of a further £140 million are required by 2019/20 to meet anticipated grant 

reductions and additional pressures from, for example, social care and the National Living 

Wage. 

• 2018/19 adult social care pressures are £23 million. The 3% adult social care precept from 

Council Tax will raise an extra £17m.  
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Council Tax 2018/2019 

• For 2018/19 HCC increased Council Tax by 5.99% (including 3% for Adult Social Care) 

but we still have the second lowest council tax of any county council. 

• HCC froze Council Tax for five years prior to 2016/17. Had Council Tax gone up with 

inflation, it would be nearly £100 more than it is for 2018/19 – even with the 5.99% 

increase. 

 

Chart shows Council tax Band 

D 2018/19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Member Grant Awards 

2017/2018 

Amount Organisation 

£2,000 Boarhunt recreation/play area, new equipment 

£532 

£665 

Southwick – replacement park bench 

Southwick Luncheon Club – kitchen equipment 

£680 Denmead Community Association, gardening tools/shed 

£1,350 Wickham Twinning Assn event 

£900 Wickham History Society, web site design, new furniture 

 

Please note that this list does not include all member grants awarded in 2017/18 

 

Primary School Performance 

• Hampshire - 66% of pupils meeting expected standard in reading, writing and maths 

• England average – 61% 

 

 

 

 

Secondary School Performance 2017 

 

Pupils achieving Grade 5 or above in England and Maths GCSE 

 

• Hampshire average 45.5% 

• National average 39.6% 
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School Admissions 

Primary School Admissions 2017 

• 91% of children in Hampshire were offered a place at their first choice primary school.  

• 98% were offered a place at one of their preferred schools. 

• England average (2017) – 90% of children received an offer of their first choice school and 

97.7% at any of their preferences. 

 

Secondary School Admissions 2018 

• 92% of children in Hampshire applying for a Year 7 place were allocated a place at their 

preferred school. 

• 98% were offered a school of their choice. 

• England average (2017) – 83.5% of children received first preference and 96.1% received 

an offer of a school of their choice. 

 

Highways 

• Over 5,500 miles of road are maintained by the County Council. 

• HCC investing more than £10 million annually on planned maintenance for roads in Hampshire  

• Additional £3 million ‘pothole fund’ recently awarded by central government for flood 

resilience and pothole repairs. 

 

Health 

 

• Obesity remains a key issue.  One in four Hampshire adults are classed as obese 

• Childhood obesity levels double between reception year and year 6 

• In Hampshire 22.8% of 4-5 year olds are obese, that is higher than England at 22.1% 

• Secured European funding to work with partners to improve men’s mental and physical health 

• Nationally, just over three out of four suices [76%] are by men and suicide is the biggest cause 

of death for men under 35 years 

• Produced a Suicide/Postvention Protocol for Hampshire Schools and Colleges 

• An estimated 24% of Hampshire population drink at above the safe recommended levels for 

alcohol each week.  This represents around 257,000 people, or one in five people.  Around 

40,000 people in Hampshire are classified as “high risk drinkers” or dependent upon alcohol.  

• HCC commissioned an Alcohol Nurse Service in QA Hospital and Southampton Hospitals  

 

Other Information 

 

• Extended the meals on wheels service to include young adults [those with learning, mental 

health issues or physical disabilities].  Afternoon tea is now an additional option for users of this 

service. 

• Almost 1,800 people presently receive Meals on Wheels, and 35,000 lunchtime meals are 

delivered each month in a £16 million contract. 

• HCC has over 500 maintained schools 

• Agreed to give £1 million to WCC for the new sport and leisure complex 

• Maintains over 133,000 street lights and 4,300 miles of pavements 

• Maintains 5 country parks 

Patricia Stallard 

Executive Member for Public Health; Supporting Families Programme; Emergency Planning and 

Resilience 

Mental Health Champion 

Hampshire County Council 
 


