
Southwick & Widley Parish Council 
 
Minutes of meeting held in the Montgomery Room, D-Day Memorial Hall, Southwick on 
Monday 13* February 2006. 
 
Present: 
 
Mrs. E. J. Bazalgette (Chairman) Mrs S. A. Grant (Vice-Chairman) Mr. J. Cooper Mr. J. 
Houghton Mr. B. Welch Mrs. J. Luxmore Mrs. H. Ripper Mr. S.NichoUs 
 
Also present: 
 
Reverend Bob Green - Chaplain to Southwick and Boarhunt Parishes. 2 Members of the pubUc 
 
In attendance 
 
Stella Leppard - Clerk to the Council. 
 
Apologies for absence 
 
Mr. K. Dabbs Major D Gorton 
 
The Minutes of the previous meeting 
 
The minutes had been circulated and were confirmed and signed by the Chairman. Proposed 
by Mr J. Houghton and Seconded by Mr. J Cooper 
The chairman asked that councillors refrained from smoking during the meeting -there would be 
a break if necessary. 
 
Matters arising: 
 
Mr. Cooper wished to point out that there had been mistake in the minutes. The Local District 
Plan - there had been 400 sites considered - 4 were selected and Commanders Field had been 
rejected. 
 
Correspondence: 
 
Letter and plans from Southwick Estate regarding Castle Farm. Council against the siting of the 
proposed road. 
 
Letter from Southwick Social & Sports Association asking for permission to use the playing field 
on August 5* - Permission agreed. John Houghton asked that if they needed to open the gates 
that they open them outwards to avoid bending them. 
 
A letter from Mr. Watson of Berry Meadow Cottage expressing thanks for the light in back lane 
being repaired. 
 
Councillor Allgood had agreed to attend the Parish meeting on 20th March. HAPTC - re Risk 
Assessment Day course - 27* March - John Cooper to attend.  
 
Roads & Highways matters 
 
The Chairman said that Mill Lane is closed at present for re-construction of the parapets. 
 
The clerk had e-mailed Ken Matthews regarding the state of the Denmead Road. Mr. Cooper 
said that they were aware of the state of the road and were looking into how best to address the 
matter. There was also a possibility that the 30-miie limit signs may be extended to beyond 
Boulter Lane. There was some discussion as to whether there ought to be a pinch point. It was 
decided that this would not improve the problem. John Houghton said that he considered that 
much of the problem was caused by the poor maintenance of the verges and ditches. 
 



The trees in Castle Road need some branches cutting back - recently branches had been torn 
off of one of the trees - Clerk to request this to be done. 
 
Brian Welch mentioned the rubbish in the lay-by - however councillors felt it was better since 
the refreshment van had been there. 
 
Playing Field matters 
 
The new swing seat had been placed. 
The hedges need cutting before the 1

st
 of March - Clerk to arrange with Bailey Brothers. 

 
Jilly Luxmore said that there were still some holes in the fence and that there had been 
horses in the playing field. John Houghton to investigate. 
 
The new sign had now been completed and had been delivered today. 
 
Street Lighting matters 
 
The light the top of Back Lane had now been repaired as had the one in Castle Road. Clerk to 
request a survey of all the lights in the village. 
 
Steve Nicholls said that the quote for de-commissioning the light in Priory Road would be in the 
region of £300. The chairman said that she had been grateful for the light still being there this 
evening. There was discussion about the fact that lights within the village had to conform to 
what the estate required - it was suggested that they be asked to contribute when lights needed 
replacing and if this did not happen they be replaced with what the council chose. 
 
Emergency Plan 
 
The chairman outhned this plan - John Cooper said that he would ask what other parishes were 
doing. 
 
It was felt that the parish may not have particular risks to consider such as flooding.  
 
Members business 
 
Gilly Luxmore said that she had notice a large crack in the road near the shop - she will keep an 
eye on this. 
 
John Houghton said that Mr. Dillon - the litter picker was concerned about the amount of litter 
that some of the youngsters were causing in the bus shelter. Clerk to ask Gerry Blunden to try 
to speak to them. There was discussion about starting a youth scheme. It was felt that the 
council may be able to help with the hall hire. Youth schemes fairly complicated to set up and 
not done quickly - John Cooper will get the necessary numbers and pass them on. 
 
John Cooper said that there could be funds available for having properly marked out 
pitches - 5 a-side. Rounders, and Volleyball. 
 
John Houghton thought that maintenance could be a problem. 
Steve Nicholls suggested that the youngsters be encouraged to be responsible for the 
field. It was agreed that they been invited to the next meeting and that it would be the 
first item on the agenda. 
 
John Cooper spoke about the withdrawal of the bus tokens. The council had no choice in the 
matter - it had come from higher Government directive - Lord Howe is raising the matter in the 
house of Lords. 
 
John Cooper said that the Council budget would be set next Thursday. 
 
Helen Ripper wished to inform the council that she would be leaving the village in July and 
would therefore be leaving the council. 



 
Steve Nicholls said that he was disappointed that although Southwick Park had applied for 
planning permission for several projects within the Park - the building had already been started. 
 
The Chairman had a letter from Major Gorton saying that some of the work requested around 
Priory Road had been completed but that branches around the Naval Cottage were not their 
responsibility. The Station Commander had agreed to speak at the AGM on the 20'*' March 
2006. Clerk to arrange a notice in the near future. 
 
The Chairman outlined new Code of Conduct Document - regarding standards of behaviour 
etc. Steve Nicholls asked if this had clarified the rules. It was felt they had been slightly relaxed. 
Members would need to declare interests annually. 
 
Orders for Payments 
 
Cannon Horticulture     £54.25 
HAPTC - Risk Assessment Course   £57.99 
M Dillon - Litter Picking    £80.80 
Playsafe Playgrounds    £176.25  
Clerk's Expenses    £117.21  
George Cann - Mower service   £143.34 
 
Date of the next meeting 
 
13* March 2006 at 8 pm 
 


