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Southwick & Widley Parish Council 
 
Minutes of Parish Council meeting held in the Eisenhower Room, D-day Memorial Hall, Southwick on 
Tuesday 10

th
 May, 2011 at 7.30pm  

 
Present: 
Mr J. Watson (Chairman)  
Mr B. Welch 
Mr A. Richards 
Mrs J. Houghton 
Mrs E. Verity 
Mrs D. Beswick 
  
Also present: 
Major Winchcombe – Southwick Park 
Reverend B. Green  
Miss S Leppard 
 
In attendance:- 
Eddie Mason – Clerk to the Council.   
 
11.055 Apologies for absence: - Mr J Cooper and P Hayward. 
  
11.056 Election of Chairman – Proposed Mrs Houghton, seconded Mrs Beswick and unanimously agreed 
that Mr Watson should be elected Chairman of the Parish Council. 
 
Having been elected Mr Watson duly signed the declaration of acceptance of office.  
 
11.057 Election of Vice-chairman: Proposed Mr Watson, seconded Mrs Beswick and unanimously agreed 
that Mr Welch should be elected Vice-chairman of the Parish Council. 
 
Having been elected Mr Welch duly signed the declaration of acceptance of office. 
 
10.058 Election of Cheque Signatories – It was unanimously agreed that the cheque signatories should 
be: Mr Watson, Mr Welch, Mr Cooper and Mrs Houghton. 
 
11.059 The Minutes of the previous meeting: - It was asked that the following changes to the minutes be 
made: 

i)  11.044 i) a) Reported on the meeting he attended with Mr Welch and Mr Richards representing 
Southwick & Widley and members of Denmead Parish Council about the creation of a Parish Council 
for Newlands. He spoke about the interim measures that need to be taken until the Parish Council 
can be set up. It has been suggested that there should be a sub-committee established with 
representatives from both Southwick & Widley and Denmead, reporting to both Parish Councils. 
Letters have been prepared and are shown as Appendix 1. 

ii)  11.049 Playing field matters: That item iii) be added: 
Although overgrown; because at this time of year there could be birds nesting, it was agreed that the 
hedge should not be cut until the autumn. 

iii) 11.050 Street Lighting Matters: be changed to read: 
An Email has been received from Southern Electric Contracting providing a quotation for the 
replacement of street lights. 
 
Mr Richards said that the majority of the street lights were sound and did not need replacing. 
 
Mr Watson said that he had spoken to the site manager of Southwick Park who will get their 
contractor, to identify the lamps that need replacing. 
 
Mr Richards said that he would find an electrical engineer to assess the lights. 
 
Mr Watson said that he would get quotations for painting the lamp posts. 
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Having made the following changes to the minutes; proposed Mrs D Beswick, seconded Mr B Welch and 
unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the meeting held on the 12

th
 April 2011, as amended, should be 

signed as a true and accurate record.  
 
11.060  Matters Arising: -  

i) Mr Watson reported: 
a)   With regard to the letters sent to Winchester City Council regarding the proposed formation of a 

Newlands Parish Council, Mr Watson reported that he had not received a reply from Stephen 
Whetnell.  

b)   A grit bin has been requested for Widley Walk. 
c) Asked for suggestions as to what can be done to recognise Sheila Grant’s twenty-five year 

service on the Parish Council. 
d) Three sets of designs for the children’s play area had been put up in the D-day Memorial hall on 

the 5
th
 May (Voting Day) and those voting were asked to select their preferred choice. The 

overwhelming choice of the residents who had expressed an opinion was for option 1. 
 
 There are still two designs which we have not yet been received; when these have been 

received all 5 designs will be sent to the local schools to determine what the children’s 
preference is. 

e) Mr Watson has contacted Samantha Iles Winchester City Council’s – Landscape and Open 
Space Support Officer who has acknowledged that Widley Cemetery is their responsibility. He 
has asked her to write to the Parish Council confirming this. 

 
11.061 Public Participation:  

i)  Miss S Leppard 
a)  Had come to the meeting to express how appalled she was that the Parish Council had cut the 

hedge to the Playing Field whilst the birds are nesting. She said that if a farmer had done this 
then they would be prosecuted. 

 
 Mr Watson explained that out of ignorance a contractor had been asked to cut the hedges 

before the last Parish Council Meeting. At that meeting it was minuted that the hedge must not 
be cut until the birds had stopped nesting. Unfortunately the contractor had cut the hedge 
before the Parish Council had the opportunity to cancel the order.  

 
The cutting of the hedge is deeply regrettable and the Parish Council will ensure that it never 
happens again. Further to this an apology will be put into the Parish Magazine. 

b) Miss Leppard said that the grass on the Playing Field is in a terrible state being both long and 
covered in weeds; she said that the quality standards was far higher when Cannon Horticulture 
had the mowing contract. 

 
 Mrs Verity said that the low standard of grass cutting is down to the lack of detail being specified 

when drawing up tender documents. The council should have properly specified documents on 
which contractors can base their bids. 

 
 Mrs Verity agreed to become the project leader on drawing up specifications and bills of 

quantity for the Parish Council work. 
 
 Mr Welch said that the gate post had been damaged and it was likely that the Council’s 

contractor had done this whilst cutting the hedge.  
 
 Mr Watson said that he would ask the contractor about this but in the meantime asked Mr 

Richards to get a quotation for getting the gate post repaired. 
ii) Major Winchcombe  

a)  Said that all the arrangements for Armed Forces Day are now in place. 
 
 Mr Watson reported that he had a meeting arranged with Sargent Cooper from Southwick Park, 

to discuss road closures on Armed Forces Day.   
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11.062 Community Safety: -  
i) Reverend Green said that there had been a spate of thefts from garden sheds in the area and 

reminded everyone to be vigilant and make certain that their sheds are securely locked. 
ii) Mrs Beswick asked what the council’s intention was with regard to the speeding initiative reported to 

the Parish Council by the police representatives at the last Parish Council meeting. 
 
Mr Watson said that he considered speeding a function of the Police and not a matter for local 
volunteers.      
 

11.063 Correspondence: 
i) Letter from Sylvia West, expressing an interest in being co-opted onto the Parish Council.  

 
The Parish Council cannot co-opt until its next meeting the application will then be considered. 

ii) Letter from Winchester City Council – Parish Celebrations May – September 2012. – Noted 
iii) West of Waterlooville Forum – 19

th
 May 2011 – Noted 

iv) Fareham Statement of Consultation – Noted  
 

11.064 Playing field matters: 
i) Mr Welch said that the mowing of the Playing Field should be undertaken at a lower height. 
ii) Hedges and Fences: 

The hedges and fences are in a poor state of repair and something needs to be done about them. 
 
It was felt that if the fence was repaired, in now time at all, it would get cut open by either those 
wishing to gain quick access onto the Playing Field or those wishing to go across the Playing Field. 
So a repair the fence in isolation would be a waste of time. 
 
The general consensus was that it would be more productive to put a gate into the repaired fence; as 
this would allow quick access onto or across the Playing Field without anyone having to resort to 
damaging the fence. If the gate was made of a steel frame with a chain link insert then it would be 
fully in keeping with the chain link fence. 
 
Mr Watson said that he would get quotations for the repair of the fence and a gate.  
 

11.065 Street Lighting Matters:  
i) Mr Richards said that he had received a quotation for undertaking a structural survey of the street 

lights at a cost of £50.00 per hour, this included for two men undertaking the survey. 
 
Mr Watson said that he had received one quotation for painting the lamp posts and he was waiting a 
second quotation. He believed that the simplest and most economical way of determining whether 
the lamp post are structurally sound is to have the successful contractor report back, whilst painting 
the lamp posts, on those that they feel are not structural sound. The Council can then ask the 
structural engineer to look at only those lamp posts that have been identified by the painting 
contractor as having problems, which will minimise the cost of the survey. 
 
This was agreed. 

 
11.066 Roads & Highway matters: 

i)   Mr Welch said that the Chevrons have still not been replaced. 
 
 Mr Watson said that he sends in an email monthly asking for the work to be done but it seems that 

this work is not a priority. 
 
11.067 Planning Matters: Nothing 
 
11.068 Members business: 

i) Mr Welch asked about the progress getting the public internet café set up in the Post Office. 
 
Mr Watson said that Mr Cooper was looking into obtaining the hardware, however once the hardware 
has been obtained he has volunteers ready to connect them up. 
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11.069  Orders for Payment: 
i) Proposed Mrs Beswick, seconded Mrs Houghton and unanimously agreed that the Council should 

pay its bills: 
 

Cheque List  May 2011 
Transaction Cheque No Creditors Name Payment For Gross VAT Nett 

 470 001059 Eddie Mason Clerks Expenses (Postage) 27.47 0.00 27.47 
 469 001059 Eddie Mason Clerks Expenses (Mileage) 8.08 0.00 8.08 
 468 001059 Eddie Mason Clerks Expenses 20.00 0.00 20.00 
 467 001059 Eddie Mason Clerks Salary 193.93 0.00 193.93 
 471 001060 HM Customs and Inland  clerks Tax 48.40 0.00 48.40 
 472 001061 Southern Agricultural Services Grounds Maintenance 150.00 0.00 150.00 
 473 001062 Home & Garden Property Serv Grounds Maintenance 50.00 0.00 50.00 
 474 001063 D-Day Memorial Hall - Hall Hire Hire of Room 180.00 0.00 180.00 
 475 001064 Mr Dillon (Litter Picker) Litter Collection 118.60 0.00 118.60 

 

 Totals Paid 796.48 0.00 796.48 
 
The meeting closed at 9.05pm 
 
Date of the next meetings:  14

th
 June 2011 


