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Southwick & Widley Parish Council 
 
Minutes of Parish Council meeting held in the Montgomery Room, D-day Memorial Hall, Southwick 
on Tuesday 16

th
 October, 2012 at 7.30pm  

 
Present:  
Mr J. Watson (Chairman) in the Chair 
Mr B. Welch 
Mr A. Richards 
Mrs C Hatcher  
Mrs J. Houghton 
Mrs S West 
Mr F Bunyan 
Mr N Cutler 
 
  
Also present: 
Reverend R. Green 
3 Members of the Public 
 
In attendance:- 
Eddie Mason – Clerk to the Council.   
 
12.103 Apologies for absence: County Councillor Stallard, PCSO Towler and Major Finch 
  
12.104 The Minutes of the previous meeting: - Proposed Mr Richards, seconded Mrs Hatcher and 
unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the meeting held on the 18

th
 September 2012 should be signed as a 

true and accurate record.  
 
12.105 Matters Arising: 

i)  Mr Welch raised the state of the Widley Graveyard which is falling into disrepair. Mr Watson said that 
 Winchester City Council is responsible for its maintenance but for financial reason they are reluctant 
 to undertake any work. 

 
 Mr Cutler said that he would pursue it with Winchester City Council in his capacity as a District 

 Councillor. 
ii) Mrs Houghton reported that the hand set is broken on the public phone box. Mrs Houghton was 

 asked to report it to BT. 
 

12.106 Public Participation:  
i) Mr Roger Bazeley: 

a) Said that he had tried to report a sofa and two chairs that had been fly-tipped close to his 
property. He explained that fly tipping is a problem that he has had to live with, but in the past 
when he had reported it he went through a direct line to a person at Winchester City Council; 
this number has now discontinued and has been changed to a 0300 number which is a digital 
transfer number that makes it difficult, and time consuming, to get through to someone to talk to. 
His complaint is; “why change a system that has worked successfully for years”? 

 
 Mr Cutler advised that the simplest way to report fly-tipping is through the Council’s web-site 

which offers a very efficient service, but added that in his capacity as District Councillor he 
would ask why the reporting method had changed. 

b) His second point was that he is concerned about the state of the Southwick bypass. He said 
that the Estate has commissioned a contractor to cut back the trees that encroach onto the 
bypass five times a year; he went on to provided information that forty years ago the Squire had 
donated the land for the bypass for the benefit of the village. He now feels that in the light of the 
work that the Estate is proposing to undertake, that the Council should write thanking them on 
behalf of the village. 
 
It was agreed that a letter would be sent by the Chair of the Council once the work on the trees 
had been commenced.    
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ii) Mr Terence Henderson spoke about his time as a County and Portsmouth District Councillor and 
how he got their red phone boxes listed. He said that Southwick’s phone box has not been working 
for six months and suggested that to protect it the village should put in an application to have it listed. 
 
Mr Houghton said that she would report the fault it to BT and ask them to repair and paint the phone 
box. 
 
Mr Watson said that he would contact English Heritage and enquire about getting the phone box 
listed. 

iii) The Reverend Green: 
a) Reminded everyone that Remembrances Day 11

th
 November this year falls on a Sunday. 

b)   Southwick Park will be hosting a bonfire with fireworks on the 7
th
 November admission is free.  

iv) County Councillor Stallard – did not attend the meeting but provided a written a report see Appendix 
A. 

 
12.107 Community Safety: -  

i) PCSO’s Barry Towler did not attend the meeting and did not provide a written report. 
ii) Mr Watson reported that the joy riders had returned last week-end, their registration numbers had 

been taken and given to the police, so tracing them should not be a problem. 
 
12.108 Correspondence – Most of the correspondence had been issued to the Councillors prior to the 
meeting. Additional correspondence not issued. 

i) A letter had been received from Steve May terminating his grounds maintenance contract. 
 
It was decided that Mr Richards would maintain the playing field until the end of the year when 
another contractor will be appointed. 

ii) Mr Watson had received an application to use the playing field for a wedding reception being held in 
the D-day Memorial Hall. He has written to the applicants granting their request subject to the usual 
provisos. 

iii) Fareham Borough Council – Notice of Public Consultation for the Fareham Borough Local Plan – 
Part 2 - Noted 

iv) Hampshire County Council – Admissions to School – September 2013 - Noted 
 
12.109 Playing field matters:  

i)   Mr Watson said that due to pressure of work he had been unable to arrange an informal meeting 
with Councillors to talk about the Children’s Play Area review but said that he will arrange it in the 
near future. 

ii)  Mrs West said that she had spoken to local children to find out their views as to what is needed in 
the playing field and they have come back with the following suggestions: 
a) A fence and gate 
b) Grass to be cut more often 
c) Pitch marked out properly 
d) Skate board area 
e) Sectioned off area 
 
Mr Cutler posed the question; would the MOD be prepared to contribute financially. Mr Watson said 
that, in the past, he has spoken to the MOD who had refused any financial help, however, they had 
put him in touch with their welfare division; but when approached had also declined to give financial 
support. 
 
Mr Watson said that before applying for any grant funding the Councillors need to have a meeting to 
decide what needs to be done. 

 
 Mrs Houghton asked about the unallocated money in the Open Space Fund? 
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 Mr Watson had sent around pictures, supplied by Mr Cutler, of different types of fencing and asked 
 for a straw poll of the Councillors present to determine their preference 
  Mr Richards – Galvanised Chain Link 
  Mr Cutler – Close Board Fencing 
  Mr Bunyan – Post and Rail 
  Mrs West – Rail Fencing 
  Mrs Houghton – Post and Rail 
  Mrs Hatcher – Rail Fence 
  Mr Welch – Rail Fence 
 
 Mr Richards said that before a fence could be erected a lot of the vegetation would need to be cut 
 back and that this work should be included as part of the fencing contract. 
  
 Mr Watson said that he would get two separate quotations; one for Galvanised Chain Link Fencing 
 and one for Metal Rail Fencing and that he would also ask for a quotation for a metal kissing gate. 
 
 Mr Richards said that the grass on the playing field is in a very poor condition and needs to be 
 burnt off and the re-seeded. 
 
 Mr Cutler posed the question would it be cheaper, if it is possible, to renovate the area? 
 

Mr Watson said that he would contact Winchester City Council to find out the name of their grounds 
maintenance contractor and ask their advice about what needs be done.  

 
12.110 Street Lighting Matters: Light number 17 is not working. The Clerk was asked to report it to 
Southern Electric Contracting. 

 
12.111 Roads & Highway matters:  

i) Mr Cutler reported that pot-holes are appearing and that when someone sees them they should be 
reported through the hansnet web site. The Clerk was asked to report a pothole outside of number 
22 West Street. 

ii) Mr Richards said that Hampshire County Council has cleared out the ditches but the way the work 
has been undertaken means that water can no longer drain into them. 
 

12.112 Planning Matters:  
i) One planning application had been received. 

 
 Decision: No Comment  

ii) Mrs Hatcher and Mr Cutler volunteered to attend the Planning Training Course being run by 
Winchester City Council on Thursday 22

nd
 November. 

 
12.113 Members business:  

i) Mrs Houghton and Mr Watson met with staff from Hampshire County Council Transport Services to 
sort out a timetable for the shared taxi scheme, after taking into account proposals put forward by 
Wickham Parish Council a compromise proposal was put forward. So far HCC have not responded 
to the proposal. 

ii) Mr Watson said that he would be attending the Winchester Passenger Transport Forum on 
Wednesday the 7

th
 November. 

iii) Mr Cutler said that he had been urging people to sign up to Hampshire County Council’s fast 
broadband initiative, but because of Southwick’s location its residents are getting the response that 
they already have fast broadband. He is therefore arranging a meeting with the County Council to 
discuss how the village can get a reasonable broadband speed. 
 
He informed the Council that there is to be a National initiative to get better rural mobile phone cover. 

iv) Mr Welch asked if there had been any progress getting a village gap. 
 

Mr Cutler said that he would ask. 
v) Mrs West handed copies of Southwick and Widley Parish Boundary Maps. 
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vi) Mrs Hatcher asked when the sign outside the D-Day Memorial Hall will be replaced? Mr Watson said 
that Mr Cooper, when he was District Councillor, had arranged to have the sign replaced and he 
would contact Mr Cooper to find out who his contact was for replacing the sign. 

vii) Mr Welch said that gate post to the Lodge by the Church is in a dangerous state and needs 
replacing. 
 
Mr Watson said that he would write a formal letter to the Estate.  
 

12.114 Matters which the Chair considers urgent: 
i) The Chair Proposed and it was unanimously carried: that in view of the confidential nature of the 

business about to be transacted it is advisable in the public interest that the public and press be 
temporarily excluded and they are instructed to withdraw. See Confidential Session for details. 
 

12.115 Confidential Minute 
 

12.116 Meeting Resumed 
 

12.117 Orders for Payment: 
i)    Proposed Mrs Houghton seconded Mrs West and unanimously agreed that the Parish Council 

should pay its bills: 
 

Cheque List  October 2012 

Transaction Cheque No Creditors Name Payment For Nett VAT Gross 

 638 001157 Eddie Mason Clerks Salary 193.93 0.00 193.93 

 637 001157 Eddie Mason Clerks Expenses (Postage) 25.20 0.00 25.20 

 636 001157 Eddie Mason Clerks Expenses 20.00 0.00 20.00 

 635 001157 Eddie Mason Clerks Expenses (Mileage) 8.08 0.00 8.08 

 639 001158 HM Customs and Inland  clerks Tax 48.40 0.00 48.40 

 640 001159 Viking Direct Stationery 150.60 30.12 180.72 

 641 001160 Audit Commission External Audit 135.00 27.00 162.00 

 643 001162 Alan Richards Grounds Maintenance 55.00 0.00 55.00 

  

 Totals Paid 636.21 57.12 693.33 

 
The meeting closed at 9.45 pm 
 
Date of the next meetings: 12

th
 November 2012 
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Appendix A 

Southwick & Widley Parish Council 
Minutes of Parish Council meeting held in the Montgomery Room, D-day Memorial Hall, Southwick 
on Tuesday 16

th
 October, 2012 at 7.30pm 

 
1. Hampshire gets funding boost  

Hampshire is to receive £13 million Government funding for strategic roads in the County, aimed at 
tackling congestion and generating employment.  The funding represents around 75 per cent of the 
cash awarded for the whole of the south east and will be targeted at upgrading 'bottlenecks' and 
reducing gridlock along major routes including the M27, M3, A34 and A3.  

 
2. Operation Resilience 

Now in its second year, the County Council's £17 million annual programme “Operation Resilience” 
is continuing to target 350 separate sites for planned maintenance works on roads and pavements 
throughout the County.  To date – 

 

• 120 miles of Hampshire's road network have received a new surface treatment or been 
resurfaced at 278 sites (80% of planned total for the year)  

• 20 miles of Hampshire's footways have received a new surface treatment or been 
resurfaced at 94 sites (66% of planned total for the year)  

• 21 footway schemes and 8 drainage schemes have been completed  

• A further 9 footway schemes and 2 drainage under construction 
 

3. Record results for Hampshire primary school pupils 
Yet again Hampshire pupils have done very well in national tests at Key Stage 2, their final year in 
primary school, according to the figures released by the Department for Education. The figures show 
the highest scores ever for the achievement of Hampshire pupils in Key Stage 2 assessment. The 
numbers of children achieving the required standard of level 4 in English (87%) and mathematics 
(87%) is a significant improvement on 2011 results. This represents further improvement of 3% 
English and 4% maths from an already high base and means that Hampshire children continue to 
perform better than national averages.  

 
4. Highest scores ever 

The percentage of pupils achieving Level 5, which indicates that they are working at a level above 
that expected for their age, is 41% for English and 45% for mathematics - again better than national 
averages and an 8% improvement in English and 7% in mathematics from 2011. 

 
The percentage of pupils achieving the important standard of Level 4 or above in both English and 
mathematics stands at 82%. This is a greater improvement than that seen nationally at 5% on 2011 
figures and remains considerably higher than the national figure.  

 
5. Investing in services for children and young people in south-east Hampshire 

Grants totalling more than £63,000 have been given to organisations who help and provide services 
for children and young people in south east Hampshire.  This includes, mentoring work with 
vulnerable children and young people, support to victims of domestic abuse and work to help the 
employability of out-of-work young people who have all been given a cash boost from Hampshire 
County Council.  The funding is part of more than £200,000 awarded to projects countywide.  

 
6. Approximately 184,000 pupils travelling to school each day 

There are currently 535 schools in Hampshire with around 184,000 pupils making the journey to 
school each day each day across the County. As well as participating in events, such as Walk to 
School month, the County Council provides a range of free travel planning advice to schools and 
their communities, as well as the 'Streets Ahead'; pedestrian training for six and seven year old 
children, Bikeability cycle training for children age nine to 14 years and scooter training for primary 
age children. 

 
For more information about scooter and Bikeability Level 1 training (aimed at children age 9 to 11 
years), contact the County Council on 01962 845638 or email schooltravelplans@hants.gov.uk. For 
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Bikeability Level 2 and 3 (age 11 to 14 years), telephone 01962 846100 or email 
road.safety@hants.gov.uk 

 
 
 

7. Don't Risk It - Illegal Petrol Storage  
Hampshire County Council is warning residents of the serious risks posed by storing large amounts 
of petrol. This caution follows a recent intervention by Hampshire's Trading Standards officers, after 
a tip-off, when a resident was found to be storing 11 cans of petrol in their garage at home, far in 
excess of the legal amount.  

 
No more than two cans should be kept at home, and only approved containers should be used. 
Metal containers can be up to ten litres in size, and plastic ones should be no larger than five litres. 
Approved containers must be labelled as containing petrol, have a secure leak proof cap and be 
made from a material which does not dissolve in contact with petrol. Plastic containers must be 
labelled as complying with The Petroleum Spirit (Plastic Containers) Regulations 1982. Penalties on 
conviction for illegal storage of petrol can be imprisonment or an unlimited fine. Remember, having 
more than the legal amount on private premises can also invalidate home insurance. 

 
8. Hitting the Cold Spots  

27,000 people die unnecessarily in England each winter according to a 2011 report - and winter-
related disease caused by cold private housing costs the NHS an estimated £850 million a year. 

 
Now in its second year, 'Hitting the Cold Spots' is Hampshire County Council's response to winter 
fuel poverty.  The easy way to find out more information is to call the dedicated freephone Advice 
Line 0800 804 8601 for immediate, impartial and practical help, which includes. 

• Free Home Safety visits offering advice, support and free carbon monoxide detectors  

• Grants to assist with hot water and heating repairs using Buy With Confidence traders  

• Support to switch to cheaper energy tariffs  

• Access to small grants to cope with winter fuel emergencies  

• Immediate access to oil-filled, electric radiators  

• Debt and benefit advice tailored to individual circumstances  

• Assessment for mains gas connection  
 

There are also 10,000 information packs, ring the above freephone number. 
 
9. Supporting local Communities  

Eight Community Associations and village halls in Hampshire are set to benefit from £37,127 thanks 
to grants from Hampshire County Council. This latest round of funding will be used for a number of 
projects and improvements to help the organisations meet the needs of their local communities, 
including developing a playground for pre-school children, building and lighting improvements and 
enhancements, and facility upgrades.  

 
10. Councillor Grants 

Please remember that I have a County Councillor allowance to make grants to deserving community 
groups.  Applications are made online; www.hants.gov.uk  and see under Grants/Councillor Grants 
or email me if you’re not sure what to do.  Don’t miss an opportunity to get funding for your 
organisation. 

 
Patricia Stallard 
C/Cllr Winchester Southern Parishes 
 
pgstallard@aol.com or patricia.stallard@hants.gov.uk 
02392 251484 
 
 


