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Southwick & Widley Parish Council 
 
Minutes of Parish Council meeting held in the Montgomery Room, D-day Memorial Hall, Southwick 
on Tuesday 16

th
 April, 2013 at 7.30pm  

 
Present:  
Mr J. Watson (Chairman) in the Chair 
Mr B. Welch 
Mrs C Hatcher  
Mrs J. Houghton 
Mrs S West 
Mr A Hinton 
Mr N. Cutler 
Mr A Richards 
  
Also present:  
Reverend R Green 
County Councillor P Stallard 
 
In attendance:- 
Eddie Mason – Clerk to the Council.   
 
13.037 Apologies for absence: Mr F Bunyan 
  
13.038 The Minutes of the Previous Meeting: - Proposed Mr N Cutler, seconded Mrs C Hatcher and 
unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the meeting held on the 19

th
 March 2013 should be signed as a true 

and accurate record.  
 
13.039 Matters Arising: 

i)  At the last meeting under minute: 13.027 ii) c) Mrs Houghton had asked why the Precept had been 
reported as increasing by over 12%.  

 
The Clerk explained that he had originally been informed by Winchester City Council that due to 
changes in the calculations of Council Tax that the Parish Council would receive a Council Tax 
Support Grant of £ 1,527.69. As they were led to believe that this was an additional sum the Council 
decided to leave the Precept at last year’s level and use the windfall Support Grant to finance some 
of its programmed projects. 
 
Due to Mrs Houghton’s question the Clerk had contacted Winchester City Council and after speaking 
to several officers had got to the bottom of what the situation is. It now appears that residents on 
housing benefit have been removed from the Precept calculation and that the Council Tax Support 
Grant was a payment to compensate for their removal. This therefore means that the Parish 
Council’s share of the Council Tax for residents’ not receiving benefit has increased by 12%. 

ii)  The Clerk said that he had spoken with Mr Andrew Whitmarsh who is the head of the D-Day 
Museum at Portsmouth City Council about the D-Day sign outside the D-Day Memorial Hall. Mr 
Whitmarsh said that he appreciates that the sign is in a poor state of repair but the City Council has 
no money to repair or replace it. He therefore suggested that the Council could: 
a) Remove the sign and cut off the supports, 
b) Remove the sign and use the supports to hold another sign or 
c) He said that he still had the original artwork for the sign and that if the Parish Council wanted to 

purchase a new sign then he would provide them with the artwork. 
 
After a short debate it was decided that Mr Richards would remove the sign but leave the supports 
and that the Clerk would obtain the artwork, a decision on what to do about the sign and supports 
could then be made at a future meeting.  
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13.040 Public Participation:  
i) Mr Watson said that he had read the Lengthsman Scheme and reported that it would cost the 

Council £5,000 in wages plus the cost of purchasing equipment, whilst these costs would be offset 
by a grant of £1,000. He therefore concluded that he felt that the scheme was not worth pursuing.  
 
County Councillor Stallard suggested that before rejecting the scheme that he should talk to the 
Clerk of Boarhunt who is very supportive of the scheme. 

ii) Mr Watson asked Mr Cutler as District Councillor about the garages in Norton Close which are in a 
poor state of repair. 
 
Mr Cutler said that he is aware of the state of the garages which he feels are not only are in a poor 
state of repair but also constitute a health and safety hazard, including containing asbestos. Mr 
Cutler said that he has reported them to Winchester City Council Housing Department who have said 
that they will schedule the cleaning and painting the garages into its programme of work. 
 

13.041 Community Safety: -  
i) PCSO’s Barry Towler did not attend the meeting. 
ii) Mr Welch reported that drifting had started up again. 

 
Mr Watson said that PCSO Towler is aware of the problem and is keeping an eye on it. 

 
13.042 Correspondence – Most of the correspondence had been issued to the Councillors prior to the 
meeting. Additional correspondence not issued. 

i) Winchester City Council – Public Dinner in Honour of the Retiring Mayor. – Noted 
ii) Portsmouth City Council – Site Allocations Consultation 2013 - Noted 
iii) NHS (Pharmaceutical Services) Regulations 2012 (As Amended) – Noted 
iv) Mr Watson said that he had been unable to attend the West of Waterlooville Forum. 

 
Mr Cutler said that he had attended what had been a very tetchy West of Waterlooville Forum 
meeting. 
 
County Councillor Stallard said that she wanted the role of the forum clarified because in her opinion 
the meeting did not provide any meaningful consultation but was but was only providing information 
to justify decisions that had already been taken. 
 
Mr Watson said that he would raise this at the next meeting of the West of Waterlooville Advisory 
Committee. 
 
Mrs Hatcher said that Mr John Beresford from Grainger PLC is very approachable and has said that 
he is prepared to meet with the Parish Council and if necessary go for a walk around the site with 
them. 
 
It was agreed that the Clerk would invite Mr Beresford to a future Council Meeting. 

v) Mr Watson said that it is the Parish Council’s turn to Chair the West of Waterlooville Advisory 
Committee and asked for a volunteer. 
 
Proposed Mr Welch, seconded Mrs West and unanimously agreed that Mr Cutler be elected as 
Chairman of the West of Waterlooville Advisory Committee. 

 
13.043 Playing field matters:  

i) Mr Watson said that two more quotations had been received for the children’s play equipment 
replacement project and that the contractors were coming to give a presentation to the working party. 

ii) Mr Watson said that he is still progressing the fencing contract. 
iii) Mr Cutler said that he had been asked by Southwick Association for permission to have a pets’ 

corner at its next event. 
 
This request was approved. 

iv) Mr Richards informed the meeting that he needs to get the Playing Field grass cut. 
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13.044 Street Lighting Matters: Nothing 
 

13.045 Roads & Highway matters:  
i)  Mr Watson said that road repair signs are being left out by road contractors after the work has been 

completed, which can cause confusion to motorists. 
 
 County Councillor Stallard said that since the work has been outsourced the contractors are not as 

efficient at collecting the road signs as when road repairs were undertaken by the direct labour. 
ii) Mr Cutler said that the thirty pot-holes that he had reported have all been repaired. 
iii) Mrs Houghton reported that there had been an oil spill on the road in Southwick. 

 
Mr Watson said that he had reported it and that it has now been cleaned up. 

 
13.046 Planning Matters:  

i) Mr Cutler drew to the Council’s attention; two Boarhunt Parish Council planning matters for their 
information.  

 
13.047 Members business:  

i) Mr Watson asked Mr Cutler about the request for a cyber café in the local shop. 
 
Mr Cutler said that he had put the shop proprietor in touch with Alison Woods – Development Officer 
– Winchester City Council. 

ii) Mr Richard said that the sign outside number 10 Drove Road has been removed. 
 

Mr Watson said that he would report it to County Council Highways. 
iii) Mrs Houghton said that she would phone the taxi company operating the shared taxi scheme to find 

out what the early morning usage demand is.  
iv) Mr Hinton said that he had had complaints from tenants in the married quarters that people living in 

the flats are parking outside of their houses. 
 
Mr Watson said as long as they have tax and insurance there is nothing that the Parish Council can 
do about them parking on the highway. 

v) Mr Watson said that the Council have been unable to get a guest speaker for the Annual Parish 
Assembly and that he suggested that instead, that the Council provides light refreshment after the 
conclusion of the meeting. 
 
The proposal was accepted by the Council. 
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13.048 Orders for Payment: 
 

i) Proposed Mrs Houghton seconded Mr Welch and unanimously agreed that the Parish Council 
should pay its bills: 

 
 

Cheque List April 2013 

Transaction Cheque No Creditors Name Payment For Nett VAT Gross 

 689 001187 PC World (Paid to Clerk) Office Equipment 104.16 20.83 124.99 
 687 001187 Eddie Mason Clerks Expenses (Mileage) 8.08 0.00 8.08 
 686 001187 Eddie Mason Clerks Expenses 20.00 0.00 20.00 
 688 001187 Eddie Mason Clerks Salary 193.93 0.00 193.93 
 690 001188 Society of Local Council  Office Equipment 75.00 0.00 75.00 
 691 001189 HM Customs and Inland  clerks Tax 48.40 0.00 48.40 
 692 001190 Southern Electric Contracting Street Lighting 555.68 111.14 666.82 
 693 001191 D-Day Memorial Hall - Hall Hire Hire of Room 90.00 0.00 90.00 
 694 001192 Winchester City Council Annual Play Equipment  37.50 7.50 45.00 
 695 001194 St Nichols Church Grants 200.00 0.00 200.00 
 696 001195 Parish Magazine Grants 100.00 0.00 100.00 
 697 001196 Viking Direct Stationery 103.15 20.63 123.78 
 699 001197 National Association of Local  Membership Fees 32.00 0.00 32.00 
 698 001197 Hampshire Association of  Membership Fees 206.00 0.00 206.00 
 700 001198 Mr David Tyman (Litter Picker) Litter Collection 60.80 0.00 60.80 

 

 Totals Paid  1834.70 160.10 1994.80 
 
The meeting closed at 8.45 pm 
 
Date of the next meetings:  
Annual Parish Assembly: 30

th
 April 2013 

Council Meeting:   21
st

 May 2013 


