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Southwick & Widley Parish Council 
 
Minutes of Parish Council meeting held in the Montgomery Room, D-day Memorial Hall, Southwick on 
Monday 9

th
 March, 2015 at 7.30pm  

 
Present:  
Mr J. Watson in the Chair 
Mr B. Welch 
Mrs N. Cutler 
Mr A. Richards 
Mrs C. Hatcher 
Mr S. West 
Mr A. Hinton 
 
Co-opt Members: 
Major R. Horseman 
 
Also present: 
Reverend R. Green 
 
In attendance:- 
Eddie Mason – Clerk to the Council.   
 
15.026 Apologies for absence: Mrs J. Houghton, Mr G. Clark and County Councillor P. Stallard. 
  
15.027 The Minutes of the Previous Meeting: - Proposed Mr A Richards, seconded Mrs C Hatcher and 
unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the meeting held on the 10

th
 February 2015 should be signed as a true and 

accurate record.  
 
15.028 Matters Arising: 

i)  Mr Watson asked that matters arising be raised at the appropriate point on the agenda. 
 
15.029 Public Participation: 

i) County Councillor Stallard could not attend and did not send in a written report. 
ii) Mr Cutler in his capacity as District Councillor explained about the problems Winchester City Council has 

experienced with the Silverhill Development which is being undertaken to increase capital for the City. The 
original developers have withdrawn and the new developers who wish to change the development by 
reducing the level of affordable housing and civic amenities have been challenged by the ‘Winchester 
Deserves Better Campaign’ in a Judicial Review, which they have won. This has left the City in turmoil 
including the leader of the Council resigning. The newly elected leader of the Council has now asked for an 
independent review of the development. 

iii) Reverend Green said that he is pleased that the tribute to the two young men killed on the B2177 has been 
removed.    

 
15.030 Community Safety:  

i)   Mr Cultler raised concerns over the fatal accident on the B2177. 
 

15.031 Correspondence – Most of the correspondence had been issued to the Councillors prior to the meeting. 
i)   Mr Watson said that with regard to the Boundary Commission Review, he had met with representatives 

from Denmead Parish Council and expressed his concerns about how they had had taken over part of 
Southwick’s Major Development Area – Mr Watson’s letter to the Local Government Boundary Commission 
for England has been published as Appendix A.  
 

15.032 Playing field matters:  
i) Mrs Hatcher said that she had had sent the grant applications, for the funding for the Play Equipment 

refurbishment project, to Steven Lugg for scrutinising, and that she is pleased to report that the money is 
steadily growing. 

ii) Mr Watson asked about the fitting a closable/removable bollard for the main playing field gate. 
 
Mr Richards said that he still trying to get quotations. 
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15.033 Street Lighting Matters:  
i) It was queried whether the numbering of the lampposts matched the numbers on the schedule. 

 
Mr Richards said that he would check the numbers on the lampposts and correct the schedule. 

ii) The Clerk was asked to write to SSE Contracting to enquire about the logistics and costing of changing to 
LED lighting. 

 
15.034 Roads & Highway matters:  

i) Mr Cutler said that he will be discussing the parking problems in Castle Road with Mrs West and Mr Hinton. 
ii) Mr Richards said that the work on the High Street/Priory Road Junction will be completed at the end of this 

week. 
 

15.035 Planning Matters: Nothing 
 
15.036 Members Business: 

i) Mr Cutler said that he has spoken to County Councillor Stallard about Belney Lane who has assured him 
that the contractor will be held responsible for its full repair. 

ii) Mr Watson: 
a) Said that the Notice board for the West of Waterlooville will be fitted this week. 
b) Mr Watson said the Defibrillator has been ordered and that the providers will be advising on where best 

to locate it to make it available for use 24 hours a day. 
c) Mr Watson informed the meeting that he will be going abroad for four months and that during that 

period Mr Hinton will be taking the chair at Parish Council Meetings. 
iii) Mr Richards said that he spoken to Paul Cobbins who has agreed to maintain the Playing Field grass at 

last years quoted price. 
 
It was unanimously agreed that Mr Cobbins quotation be accepted.   

  
15.037 Orders for Payment:  

i) Proposed Mr Hinton, seconded Mrs West and unanimously agreed that the Parish Council should pay its 
bills: 

 

Cheque List March 2015 

Transaction Cheque No Creditors Name Payment For Nett VAT Gross 

 919 001338 Eddie Mason Clerks Expenses (Mileage) 13.13 0.00 13.13 
 918 001338 Eddie Mason Clerks Expenses 20.00 0.00 20.00 
 917 001338 Eddie Mason Clerks Salary 240.16 0.00 240.16 
 920 001339 HM Revenue & Customs Clerks Tax 60.00 0.00 60.00 
 922 001340 Southern Electric Contracting Street Lighting 248.59 49.72 298.31 
 921 001340 Southern Electric Contracting Street Lighting 97.48 19.50 116.98 
 923 001341 Berewood Primary School Hire of Room 30.00 0.00 30.00 

 
 Totals Paid  709.36 69.22 778.58 
 
The meeting closed at 9.00 pm 
 
Date of the next meetings: 21

st
 April 2015 
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Appendix A 

Southwick and Widley Parish Council 
 

19 Okement Close, West End, Southampton, Hants, SO18 3PP 
Telephone: 023 8046 3228 Fax: 023 8047 0455 Email: swpc@logosoft.biz 

 

23rd February 2015 

 
 
To: The Review Officer (Winchester)  

Local Government Boundary Commission for England  
Layden House  
76-86 Turnmill Street  
London  
EC1M 5LG  

 
 
 
 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
 
Response to Published Proposal of Ward Boundaries in Winchester City Council (WCC) District 

 
The Parish Councillors for Southwick & Widley have reviewed you published proposals and are bitterly 
disappointed that the Commission appears to have given no consideration to historic settlements or 
known future expansion within the Parish. 
 
In particular, we are astounded by the sweeping segmentation of that part of our Parish, which forms the 
West of Waterlooville Major Development Area (MDA), and struggle to see any logic as to why these 
changes have been considered when the impact will be to physically separate an existing and growing 
community.  
 
Surely, if any thought has been given to this aspect, or to the aspiration to establish a new parish from 
the MDA, then it would have made more sense to take this into consideration within your proposal, and 
place the whole of the MDA within one single Ward for ease of management going forward.  
 
Southwick & Widley Electoral District 

 
Southwick & Widley (Polling District XW), currently form half of the electoral ward of Boarhunt and 
Southwick (WG & XW), both being predominantly rural farming areas and villages with a total electorate 
of 1064. However, Southwick & Widley Parish also extends to the MDA known as the West of 
Waterlooville and is responsible for just over 75% of the development area, which has outline planning 
permission to develop over 3,500 dwellings. Indeed, the projected Electorate for 2020 is determined to 
be 3,284 and is of course dependent upon market conditions being favourable. It is the view of 
Southwick & Widley Parish that this projection figure is optimistic as a target for 2020; however, it could 
be achieved by 2024. 
 
What is an electoral review? 

The Commission sets out the following considerations:- 

Our three main considerations in conducting an electoral review are set out in legislation1 and are to: 
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• Improve electoral equality by equalising the number of electors each councillor represents� 

• Reflect community identity� 

• Provide for effective and convenient local government 

 
We note and accept the argument put forward to align Southwick & Widley Parish within the electoral 
ward of Wickham to improve electoral equality by equalizing the number of electors each councilor 
represents. However, we believe that this is a short sighted view which totally fails to accommodate 
known future development within the ‘new’ ward of Wickham.  
 
The proposal to effectively cut a swathe from the northern part of the MDA will do little to “Reflect 
community identity”. In fact it will segregate a new and developing community. We would argue that this 
step does little to support or encourage ‘Localism’, where we are trying to establish a new community 
and new parish to cover the interests of the whole of the MDA. 
 
Furthermore, this decision, to separate the development area between two Wards, Wickham and 
Denmead, does not support the notion to “Provide for effective and convenient local government”. To the 
contrary, electors within the MDA will be segregated between two different Wards, each setting different 
precepts with a result in differing council tax for those living within the same community. 
 
Challenging the Logic 
 
Surely, if the Commission follows it’s own review criteria (Improve electoral equality by equalising the 
number of electors each councillor represents), then the proposal to weight these proposals upon 
‘equalizing the number of electors’, based only upon projected figures for development, is in our view 
unsound in the current market. The MDA will not grow as fast as forecast by the Commission. 
 
The Commission has acknowledged the aspiration of establishing a new and separate Parish for the 
whole of the community within the MDA. This supports the community view and the formal position of 
both Denmead Parish Council and the Parish Council of Southwick & Widley. This is a ‘Localism’ 
initiative to reflect the community identity for those who live or will live within the MDA. 
 
This being the case, we can see no logical reason to separate and segregate the community area, 
designated as a new parish, between two different Wards as is now being determined within the 
Commission’s proposal. 
 
Looking at the third review criteria of the Commission – ‘Provide for effective and convenient local 
government’ – Splitting the northern part, or any part, of the MDA across two Ward areas is not an action 
that will enable a single identity for a newly emerging community. Different representation, different 
council tax rates and different administration layers on a local level will not help to support this new 
community. 

Conclusion 
 
In conclusion, this Council would urge the Local Government Boundary Commission for England to 
review their proposal for the ward boundary changes affecting the North East part of the MDA and not 
draw a line across our community. 
We believe that the interests of this new community are best served in the future by keeping the area as 
a unified entity.  
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The simplest way to achieve this is to incorporate what is the current Denmead Ward Polling district 
WR2, into the proposed Ward area for Wickham.  This approach will provide a cohesive foundation upon 
which the area can grow. 
 
Alternatively, the whole of the MDA area should be incorporated into Denmead Ward. 
 
Again, we would also wish to press the Commission to accept that its current boundary review should 
ensure that no additional hurdles are placed in the way of enabling this new community (of the MDA) 
being represented by its own Parish Council and to ensure that all of it’s interests are incorporated within 
one, not two Wards. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 
 
 
Jim Watson – Chair of the Parish Council 
For and on behalf of, Southwick & Widley Parish Council 
 
Copies to:  Boarhunt & Southwick Ward Councillor 
  Denmead Ward Councillors  
  Denmead Parish Council 
  Wickham Ward Councillors 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


