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Southwick & Widley Parish Council 
 
Minutes of Parish Council meeting held in the Eisenhower Room, D-Day Memorial Hall on Tuesday 12

th
 

January, 2016 at 7.30pm  
 
Present:  
Mr J. Watson 
Mr N. Cutler 
Mr A. Richards 
Mrs S. West 
Mrs J. Houghton 
Mr A. Hinton 
Mr G. Clark 
 
Co-opt Members:  
County Councillor P. Stallard 
Major R. Horsman 
 
Also present: 
51 Members of the Public 
 
In attendance:- 
Eddie Mason – Clerk to the Council.   
 
16.001 Apologies for absence: Mrs C Hatcher and PCSO Sharp,  
 
16.002 The Minutes of the Previous Meeting: - Proposed Mr A. Richards, seconded Mrs S. West and 
unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the meeting held on the 8

th
 December, 2015 should be signed as a true 

and accurate record.  
 
16.003 Matters Arising: 

ii)  Mr Watson asked that other matters arising be raised at the appropriate part of the meeting. 
 
16.004 Co-Option of a Parish Councillor: No applications have been received. Mr Watson said that he has 
prepared flyers to be delivered to all houses in the West of Waterlooville area advertising the vacancy. 
 
16.005 Public Participation: 

i) A public notice had been displayed advertising that the Parish Council had agreed to have a public meeting 
to discuss the closure of the village shop/post office in the ‘Public Matters’ part of the Council Meeting.  

 
To enable the Public Meeting to take place the Parish Council had agreed that on item 4 of the Agenda 
‘Public Matters’, to stand down Standing Orders so as to allow full public participation without any time 
limitation. 

 
Mr Watson opened the public meeting by explaining that the Parish Council are not responsible for the 
village shop because this is the remit of the Estate and whoever is the Tennant. However, the Parish 
Council appreciates that it has an important community function and that it could be considered an 
essential community asset, but explained that the Parish Council’s interest and responsibility ends there.  

 
He first asked Richard Shaw to make a statement: 

ii) ‘Richard said that he had been in the shop for 3 years, and during his tenancy he had been informed that 
the shop was unstable and whilst he could continue working in the shop he and his family had to move out 
and live in a caravan this arrangement had split up his family. He said that just before Christmas builders 
visiting his shop and discovered structural issues. Whilst he was allowed to trade over the Christmas 
period, on the 4

th
 January at 10am he was instructed to close the shop and vacate the premises with 

immediate effect as it was judged to be in a dangerous condition. 
 

He stated that the shop in isolation was not financially viable, however when combined with his bakery and 
tea room then he could make a living. 

 
He said that with the closure of the shop, which he has been told is unlikely to re-open for twelve months, 
he has lost everything; the good will he had worked so hard to build up, his pension and all the money he 
and his family had invested in the business.   
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He said how frustrated he felt at Southwick Estates mistreatment of him; he only has a short term tenancy 
and this closure leaves him with only two options: The first is that he waits for Southwick Estate to re-open 
the shop in 12 months’ time or the second is for him to surrender his lease with no compensation.’ 

iii) The Estate although invited to attend the meeting did not send a representative, but instead sent the 
following written statement:  

 
‘On Monday 4th January the Estate had to request the closure of the village shop, following the discovery 
of severe structural problems with the building, on grounds of safety following advice from its professional 
advisers.  

 
In late December renovation works to the residential part of the property and to the rear of the village shop 
revealed severe structural issues to a number of internal walls.  Closer investigation on the 4th of January 
revealed that these structural problems extended to the front of the building and into the floors above the 
village shop. The Estate took advice from structural engineers and Winchester City Council’s building 
control team and on the grounds of health and safety it was decided that the village shop must be shut with 
immediate effect. The Estate had hoped that the renovation work to the building could be achieved without 
closing the shop.  

 
The Estate is currently working with an architect and structural engineer, along with Winchester City 
Council’s listed building department to come up with a solution to the issues found within the building. 
However, at this stage it is believed that the work required to make the building structurally sound and allow 
the premise to be reoccupied is going to take at least six months.  

 
The Estate is very conscious of the important role the village shop has in the community and has 
subsidised it for many years. It has been working with both the shops’ tenants and the Post Office to try to 
find alternative premises for at least some of the services provided to the village during the renovation 
works. The Estate is similarly working with the Parish Council and other village organisations that might be 
able to assist.  

 
The closure was neither planned nor foreseen and it remains the intention of the Estate that once the 
refurbishment and structural works are completed the premises will once again reopen to be the community 
facility so many wish to see continue.’ 

iv) Mr Watson assessed the situation as follows: 
The ‘Footfall’  in the village is too small for a grocery outlet in isolation to be sustained as financially viable, 
any Shop Unit in this Village will need to have additional retail outlet(s) or function(s) to make it profitable. 
Whatever Shop Unit evolves it must be mindful of other local competition because it will need to bring in 
shoppers and or visitors from outside of the village to maintain its financially viability. 

 
Mr Watson explained that before discussing the Short and Long term options he would like to obtain some 
basic statistics and asked the meeting to answer the following questions by a show of hands: 
a) How many do a main grocery shop at a supermarket? (60 hands raised) 
b) How many use Internet Grocery shopping? (1 hand raised) 
c) How many got daily papers from the shop? (20 hands raised) 
d) How many spent more than £100 a week at the shop every week? (0 hands) 
e) How many spent more than £50 at the Shop every week? (1 hand raised) 
f) How many spent more than £25 at the shop every week? (7 hands raised) 
g) How many used the Shop for Prescription collection? (12 hands raised) 
h) How many depended upon the Post Office for Banking, Pension or Social Benefit facilities? (20 hands 

raised) 
i) How many regularly used the tea room? (4 hands raised) 

v) Short Term Options: 
a) To have a collection point set up at a location in the village that provides the following basic service: 

Papers, Milk, Tea, Coffee, Bread, Prescriptions and Post Office. This will require a distribution location 
that can be open and available for a fixed number of hours during the week with space and the 
facilities to store the essential supplies. 

b) If a post office is required with a basic banking and postal service then Naz from the Post Office 
explained that it must have solid brick walls that make it ram raid proof and its own land-line for 
communication to the server. 

c) An alternative would be for someone who is able to offer just a collection service for basic pre-ordered 
supplies. Councillor Clark said that he would investigate this option. 

d) A final short term option was for someone to act as a distribution Agent, however when asked if anyone 
would volunteer to do this no one came forward. 
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vi) Long Term Option 
Mr Watson said that there are several long term options and solutions that could be explored over the next 
12 months. 
a) We could sit back and leave it to the Estate to re-let the outlet. 
b) There is an option to see if we can get Civilian Access to the Camp at Southwick Park to use their 

‘Londis’ outlet. (Major Horsman explained that this request had been made and was being considered, 
but that there were hurdles to overcome) 

c) Assuming that the Estate is willing to agree to allow a Lock-up Shop to be a Community Shop; then a 
Community Co-Operative can be considered. 

d) However, a community shop will require the commitment and support from the whole of the 
community. To test this commitment Mr Watson asked the following basic questions:  

• Who would be willing to give £100 per adult in the household to set up a community Shop (23 
hands raised) 

• Who would be willing to give £50 per adult in the household to set up a community Shop (23 hands 
raised) 

• Who would be willing to give £20 per adult in the household to set up a community Shop (23 hands 
raised) 

• Who is willing to step forward to organise and research a Community Shop approach, undertake 
the research, prepare the business case and find a manager? (Councillor Hinton offered to 
consider this) 

• Who would be willing to volunteer, without pay, to staff a village shop 6 days a week? (0 hands 
raised) 

• Who would be willing to volunteer, without pay, to staff a village shop 5 days a week? (0 hands 
raised) 

• Who would be willing to volunteer, without pay, to staff a village shop 1 day a week? (9 hands 
raised) 

• Who would be willing to volunteer, without pay, to staff a village shop ½  day a week? (12 hands 
raised) 

vii) Mr Watson then opened the meeting for public discussion allowing those wishing to speak two minutes 
each.  
 
A number of the public expressed their opinion or came up with an idea. These included:- 
a) Why did no one know before about the state of the building? 
b) Could the Small Hall be used as a temporary shop? 
c) What is the legal liability of the Southwick Estate? 
d) Could we use Lee Hall in Norton Road? 
e) We are convinced of the value to the community as a focal point but the closure will now loose 

passing trade. 
f) Could the Vicarage be used? 
g) We have no people to set it up though. 
h) Richard could not comment or commit to getting involved, but would give advice if needed. 

viii) With a lot of work still to be done Mr Watson closed the public section of the meeting by saying that the 
Parish Council would take on-board what had been said and would investigate to see what can be done 
and when it has more information will convene another Public Meeting. Mr Watson thanked all those who 
had attended. 

 
16.006 Community Safety: Deferred until the next meeting 
 
16.007 Correspondence – All of the correspondence had been issued to the Councillors prior to the meeting. 
 
16.008 Playing field matters: Deferred until the next meeting 

 
16.09 Street Lighting Matters:  

i) Mr Watson said that Colas have submitted a quotation for rectifying/standardising the street lights and their 
bid offers the Council with the best value for money. Mr Watson said that subject to finalising the details of 
the contract he is recommending to the Council that Colas quotation be accepted. 

 
The Council voted unanimously to authorise Mr Watson to accept Colas’ quotation. 
 

16.010 Roads & Highway matters: Deferred until the next meeting. 
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16.011 Planning Matters:  
i)  Applications received: 

 Three applications had been received;  
 

a) W No: W18967/01 Case No: 15/02680/FUL  
 

Applicant: Mr. Paul Rendle 
Proposal: Construct mews cottage over existing garage 
Location: Street Record Norton Close Southwick Hampshire 
 
Decision: Comment 
The Parish Council would like consideration to be given to restriction of access through Castle Road 
for building material. 

 

b) W No: WTPO/1317/05 Case No: 15/02959/TPO  
 

Applicant: Mrs Tracey Shaw 
Proposal: 1 no. Beech to crown reduce height by 3m and laterals by2m 
Location: Church Lodge, High Street, Southwick, PO17 6EF 
 
Decision: No Comment 

 

c) W No: WTPO/1913/02 Case No: 15/02958/TPO  
 

Applicant: Mr. Oliver Shaw 
Proposal: 1 No Oak to crown lift to 5.2m (T1), 1 No. Oak to crown lift to 5m (T2) 
Location: Berewood Phase 1, Hambledon Road, Denmead, Hampshire 
 
Decision: Object 
The Parish Council objects to this application because the theme of Berewood is Oak Trees and 
request that the application goes before the planning committee. 

16.012 Members Business: 
i) Mrs Houghton asked about the shared taxi scheme? 

 
Mr Watson said that the Parish Council would not be continuing to finance it when the contract ends.  

ii) Mr Clark reported that cars are being broken into; he said that he liaising with the Police and that he will 
make a report to the next meeting. 

iii) Mr Cutler reported that there had been incidents of fly tipping which he has reported. 
 
16.013 Setting of the 2016/17 Precept 

i)  Proposed Mrs West seconded Mr Cutler and unanimously agreed that the Precept for 2016/17 should be 
set at £17,635. 

 
16.014 Orders for Payment:  

i) Mr Watson presented a comparison which showed that if the Parish Council changed its Insurer to Zurich it 
would save over £200 per year. 
 
It was unanimously agreed that Zurich insurance’s quotation be accepted. 
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ii) Proposed Mrs West, seconded Mr Clark and unanimously agreed that the Parish Council should pay its 
bills: 

 

Cheque List January 2016 

Transaction Cheque No Creditors Name Payment For Nett VAT Gross 

 1014 001396 Amazon.co.uk (Paid to Clerk) Stationery 173.26 34.65 207.91 
 1013 001396 Eddie Mason Clerks Expenses (Mileage) 13.13 0.00 13.13 
 1012 001396 Eddie Mason Clerks Expenses (Postage) 12.96 0.00 12.96 
 1011 001396 Eddie Mason Clerks Expenses 20.00 0.00 20.00 
 1010 001396 Eddie Mason Clerks Salary 240.16 0.00 240.16 
 1015 001397 HM Revenue & Customs Clerks Tax 60.00 0.00 60.00 
 1016 001398 D-Day Memorial Hall - Hall Hire Hire of Room 135.00 0.00 135.00 
 1017 001399 Southern Electric Contracting Street Lighting 146.78 29.36 176.14 
 1018 001400 PC Garden Contracts Grounds Maintenance 820.00 0.00 820.00 
 1019 001401 Mr David Tyman (Litter Picker) Litter Collection 57.75 0.00 57.75 
 1020 001403 Zurich Insurance Administration 602.58 0.00 602.58 

  

 Totals Paid  2281.62 64.01 2345.63 
 

The meeting closed at 9.55 pm 
Date of the next meetings: 9

th
 February 2016 

 


