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 Southwick & Widley Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Montgomery Room D-Day Memorial Hall on the 14th 
December 2021 at 7:30 pm 

 
Present:  
Mr J Watson in the Chair 
Mr A. Hinton  
Mr N Cutler 
Mrs J Houghton 
Rev S. Brocklehurst 
Mr G. Clerk 
 
In Attendance: - 
Eddie Mason – Clerk to the Council.   
 
21.121 Apologies for absence: Mrs P. Stallard, Lt. Cmdr. M. Thompson, PCSO B. Towler and District Councillors 
T. Evans and A. Clear. 
 
21.122 The Minutes of the Previous Meeting: - Proposed Mr T. Parkinson seconded Mr A. Hinton and 
unanimously agreed that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 9th November 2021 should be signed as a true and 
accurate record.  
 
21.123 Matters Arising: Watson asked that matters arising should be raised at the appropriate points on the 
agenda 
 
21.124 Public Participation:  

i) Mrs Stallard, in her capacity as County Councillor, had submitted a written report see Appendix A.  
ii)  Mr Cutler, in his capacity as District Councillor: 

a) Winchester City Council is encountering staffing shortages due to COVID 19, with the highest level of 
absenteeism occurring in November. Even with this high level of absenteeism, most staff continued to 
work in the office wearing face masks for protection. 

b) Winchester City Councillors were promised on 5th December the spending review from the 
Department of Levelling Up Housing and Communities. It has apologised for its delay, but no future 
date has been given for its release, making budgeting difficult. 

c) Winchester City Council has had meetings with Hampshire County Council and the surrounding 
Boroughs and District Councils about the Government's, levelling up proposals for devolution, moving 
power and money down from the centre. There have been leaks about the content of the Government's 
yet to be published white paper, including a report in the Independent Newspaper that the Government 
intends to abolish District Councils. 
 

21.125  Community Safety: Nothing 
 
21.126 Correspondence: Councillors had received all correspondence before the meeting.  
 
21.127 Playing field matters: 

i) Mr Watson had received a cheque from Southwick Estate for £5,590.80 for improvements to the Children's 
Playing Field. 

 
 Mr Watson said he would write thanking Southwick Estate for its donation. 
ii) Mr Parkinson asked if the Council had gotten rid of the old goalposts only he has only seen children playing 

football on the Playing Field. 
 
 Mr Watson said that the goalposts had not been disposed of. 
 
 Mr Parkinson asked if the Council could replace the old goalposts?  
 

Mr Watson will investigate replacing the goalposts, including replacing them with five-a-side goalposts and 
report to a later meeting. 

 
 
 
  

21.128 Street Lighting Matters:  
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i) Mr Watson said that he had reported lighting issues to BCG, who responded that they are waiting to get 
hold of the correct machines to undertake the repairs. 

 
 Mr Watson said he would look around for an alternative Street Lighting Company to take over the contract. 
ii)  Mrs Houghton reported that the following lights are not working: Numbers 8, 14, 28 and 30. The Clerk to 

report the faulty lights to BCG. 
 
21.129 Roads & Highway matters:  

i)  Mr Watson said that the County Highways had cut down about eight trees, with several other trees cut back 
on the Denmead Road between Castle Road and Boulter Lane.  

 
21.130 Planning Matters:  

i) Mr Watsonn raised the building erected at the top of Portsdown Hill by Fort Southwick, which is visible from 
the village. 

 
 Mr Cutler said that this building is also causing additional light pollution. 
 
 Mr Watson said he would contact Portsmouth City Council to seek their opinion.  

 
21.131 Members Business:  

i) Mrs Houghton said there had been fly-tipping in Beckford Lane.  
 

Mr Cutler said that he would report it. 
ii) Mr Hinton raised the Queens Platinum Jubilee on 2nd June 2022, which among other things there, will be a 

beacon lighting ceremony, and he invited Southwick to participate. He suggested celebrating the occasion 
by arranging a party in the park. 

 
 Mr Hibberd said he would raise this at the next D-Day Memorial Hall Committee meeting. 
 
  Mr Watson asked that this item be put on the agenda of the next meeting. 
iii) Mr Cutler raised that we should have virtual meetings that provided advisory recommendations, with 

delegated powers given to the Chair and Vice-Chair to enforce them.  
 
 Proposed Mr Cutler and unanimously agreed to hold informal Zoom Council Meetings with 

recommendations enforced by giving delegated powers to the Chair and vice-chair. 
 
 Before implementing this motion, the Clerk was asked to check with the Internal Auditors on its legal 

implications. 
 
21.132 Finance and Management Committee: 

The minutes of the Finance and Management Committee Meetings held on the 7th September 2021, having 
been circulated, were received 

 
21.133 Setting 2021/22 Precept: 

i) Mr Cutler detailed the discussion of the Finance Committee on setting the Precept. He explained that. The 
committee wants to separate the reserve fund into three parts: a general reserve fund, a street lighting 
reserve fund, and a playing field reserve fund. When setting the annual budget, the committee will look at 
each fund to determine how much has been used and reduce/increase them to the level they ought to be. 
Looking at the current figures and the projections considering that our base expenditure is about £11,500, 
the committee recommends a Precept of £14,500. 

Proposed Mr Cutler seconded Mr Hinton and unanimously agreed that the Precept for 2022/23 is set at 
£14,500. 

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
21.134 Orders for Payment: 
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i)  Proposed Mr Hinton seconded Mr Parkinson and unanimously agreed that the Parish Council should pay 
its bills: 

Cheque List  December 2021 

Transaction Cheque No Creditors Name Payment For Nett VAT Gross 

 1661 TRAN68 UK Signs Ltd Street Signs 37.02 7.40 44.42 
 1662 TRAN69 Chichester Trees & Shrubs Grounds Maintenance 586.50 117.30 703.80 
 1664 TRAN70 Mr David Tyman (Litter Picker) Play Equipment Inspection 8.91 0.00 8.91 
 1663 TRAN70 Mr David Tyman (Litter Picker) Litter Collection 71.28 0.00 71.28 
 1665 TRAN71 BCG Electrical Services Ltd Street Lighting 727.61 145.52 873.13 
 1666 TRAN72 Society of Local Council Clerks Membership Fees 98.00 0.00 98.00 
 1657 TRAN96 Eddie Mason Clerks Expenses (Mileage) 4.04 0.00 4.04 
 1659 TRAN96 Ebay Paid to Clerk Stationery 50.34 0.00 50.34 
 1658 TRAN96 Eddie Mason Clerks Expenses 20.00 0.00 20.00 
 1656 TRAN96 Eddie Mason Clerks Salary 264.76 0.00 264.76 
 1660 TRAN97 HM Revenue & Customs Clerks Tax 66.20 0.00 66.20 

  
 Totals Paid              1934.66 270.22   2204.88 
 
The meeting closed at 9.22 pm 
 
Date of the next meetings:11th January 2022  
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Appendix A 
 

Southwick & Widley Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Montgomery Room D-Day Memorial Hall on the 14th 
December 2021 at 7:30 pm 

 
21.124 Public Participation:  
i) Mrs Stallard 
 
1. Parents and their Preferences 

In the run-up to Christmas and with the deadline for new school place applications being 15th January 
2022, Hampshire County Council is urging parents of children, due to start school in September 2022, to 
ensure they indicate three school preferences on their application. 

 
Each year our admissions team deals with over 14,000 applications for a place in reception year – the first 
year of school. From previous years’ experience, we know that some parents believe that if they provide 
just one choice of school on their application, this will give weight to that choice and mean it is more likely 
they will be successful in being allocated a place at that school, but this is not necessarily the case and a 
very small number of parents have been left disappointed.   Consistently, in recent years, 98 per cent of 
parents secure a school place for their child at one of their three preferred schools, with between 90 and 93 
per cent (over the past five years) being offered a place at their first preference school.  
 
Any parent who has already submitted their application can log back into the online system to amend their 
application any time before the closing date. It is important to be sure to resubmit the application after 
making any changes. Anyone who needs to make changes to a paper application, should contact 
email: admissions.team@hants.gov.uk   Parents will be notified of the outcome if they applied online and 
on time on 19th April 2022 and two to three working days later by letter if they applied using a paper form.  
More information and guidance about school admissions for parents can be found on the County Council’s 
website: www.hants.gov.uk 

 
2. Independence Hub 

The first in a series of ‘Independence Hubs’ has opened, offering post-16 education tailored specifically for 
young people with special education needs and disabilities (SEND).  Based within the Alton campus of 
further education college HSDC, the first Hub, funded by Hampshire County Council, showcases how high 
quality, specialist provision for young people with severe learning difficulties and complex needs can 
prepare them for adulthood, focusing on the essential skills needed for independent living, employment and 
good health.  

 
With over a third of the 13,000 young Hampshire people with Education, Health Care Plans currently in 
post-16 education, and the forecast predicting this number to rise in the coming years, it is important that 
the County Council is able to increase the number of inclusive places available for those young people 
within Hampshire’s special schools and further education colleges. Establishing the Hub within the existing 
college enables the young people attending to positively engage with the wider college curriculum and 
community. Already, a group who will be moving on from secondary to further education next year is using 
the unit once a week as part of their transition, ahead of the Hub opening fully in September 2022. Further 
Independence Hubs are planned to open across the county in 2022 and 2023. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:admissions.team@hants.gov.uk
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/admissions
http://www.hants.gov.uk/
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3. Unpaid Carers  
Financial grants continue to be available to support unpaid carers of vulnerable adults.  Following a 
decision by Government earlier in the year to provide additional funding to adult social care, the County 
Council has chosen to extend their carer grant scheme to March 2022 so they can reach more people who 
would really benefit.  The grants are designed to address the individual carer’s needs and reduce the risk 
of infection; for example, financial help with technology, equipment or personal care. It is open to anyone 
providing regular, unpaid care to an adult who lives in the Hampshire County Council area, 
including young carers (under 18 years) providing care to an adult. Anyone who has already received 
a one-off grant is not eligible for further funding.   For information on how to apply for a grant, or for 
practical support, call any of the following: 
 
Andover MIND - 01264 332297 (select option 3). Monday to Friday: 9.00 am – 5.00 
pm. enquiries@andovermind.org.uk 
The Princess Royal Trust for Carers in Hampshire - 01264 835246. Monday to Thursday: 9.00 am – 
5.00 pm / Friday: 9.00 am - 4.30 pm. info@carercentre.com  
Carers Together - 01794 519495.  Monday to Friday: 9.30am- 3.30pm (answer machine outside these 
hours). admin@carerstogether.org.uk 
For general information on support available to carers 
visit https://www.connecttosupporthampshire.org.uk/carers 

  
4. New Free Weight Loss Programme – Don’t Make Resolutions, Create Habits 

A new 12-week weight management programme has been funded by Hampshire County Council for 
residents who want to achieve a healthier weight.  Offering free professional support either in-person, 
through regular online meetings or via a mobile app, Shapeup4life Hampshire is available to anyone with a 
body mass index (BMI) of 30 or above and combines exercise and food choices to make positive lifestyle 
changes rather than a prescriptive diet. The new service forms a key part of the Hampshire Healthy Weight 
Strategy 2022 to 2026 which aims to change current trends in the prevalence of excess weight and obesity. 
To find out more, check your BMI and to self-refer, go to - https://www.shapeup4lifehampshire.co.uk/ - or ring 
023 8218 0287/0800 246 5170.   The offer applies to anyone living in the Hampshire County Council 
district, excluding Southampton and Portsmouth. 

 
5. 500+ years of Historic Records available Online 

Anyone with Hampshire roots anywhere in the world will be able to learn more about their ancestors thanks 
to an agreement between Hampshire County Council and Ancestry®, a global leader in family history. As 
part of the agreement, access to the Ancestry website will be available free of charge at Hampshire’s 
public libraries and Record Office in the New Year 

 
A fascinating trove of online records, comprising of parish registers and probate records, will give insights 
into the lives of everyday people, alongside some of Hampshire’s most notable residents like Jane Austen, 
whose baptism is included in the collection (1775), as well as Florence Nightingale’s burial (1910) and the 
births of Oliver Cromwell’s grandchildren (from 1653).  

  
Exploring your family tree has never been more popular and technology is making it easier and more 
accessible than ever before. This new agreement will lead to over 500 years of fascinating historic 
documents held at Hampshire Record Office being professionally digitised and made available online on 
Ancestry. As a result, anyone with Hampshire roots anywhere in the world will be able to learn more about 
their ancestors at a click of a button.  Ancestry will also become available without charge throughout 
Hampshire’s 40 public libraries and at Hampshire Record Office in Winchester from January 2022. 

 
The Hampshire Archives and Local Studies team will work alongside Ancestry to digitise parish registers 
and probate records. The registers are comprised of Church of England baptisms, marriages and burials 
for Hampshire parishes in Winchester Diocese dating from 1536 to 1921. The earliest register, from West 
Meon, has entries predating the 1538 order by Thomas Cromwell (Henry VIII’s minister) for parish clergy to 
keep registers. Probate records are made up of wills and inventories (documents relating to the disposal of 
someone’s estate) which were used in the church courts of Winchester Diocese from 1500 to 1857/8.  You 
can find out more including opening hours, events and collections by 
visiting: https://www.hants.gov.uk/archives. 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:enquiries@andovermind.org.uk
mailto:info@carercentre.com
mailto:admin@carerstogether.org.uk
https://www.shapeup4lifehampshire.co.uk/
https://www.shapeup4lifehampshire.co.uk/
https://www.hants.gov.uk/archives
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6. Councillor Grants 
A reminder that my Councillor Grants fund opened for applications at the beginning of June.  Groups and 
organisations can apply for funding for both revenue (one-off) and minor capital projects.  Revenue grants 
should generally be used to support short term project related costs e.g. a time limited activity group for 
children. It is expected that the grants will benefit a wide range of groups/activities: for example, vulnerable 
children or adults, young people, facilities for older people, community facilities, parish councils (but only 
for specific projects), projects by a school’s PTA, local environment projects, community safety, parish 
churches, etc.   

 
Projects must be discussed with me [by email] BEFORE application is made and RECEIPTED INVOICES 
MUST BE PROVIDED upon completion.  Don’t miss out, make your application as soon as you can.  See 
full criteria at – https://www.hants.gov.uk/community/grants/grants-list/county-councillor 

 
 

Patricia Stallard 
Hampshire County Councillor 
Winchester Southern Parishes 
[Denmead, Newlands, Boarhunt,  
Southwick, Wickham,  
Knowle, Soberton, Newtown] 
pgstallard@aol.com /patricia.stallard@hants.gov.uk  
 
 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/community/grants/grants-list/county-councillor
mailto:pgstallard@aol.com
mailto:patricia.stallard@hants.gov.uk

