
SOUTHWICK & WIDLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council held in the Montgomery Room, D-Day Memorial 
Hall Southwick on Monday 7

th
 July 2003 at 6pm  

 
Present - Mrs. E. J. Bazalgette - In the chair 

   Mrs S Grant – Vice-Chairman 
   Mr. K. Carter - Winchester District Councillor  
   Mr. P. J. Hill 
   Mrs.  M. Copping 
   Mrs. J. Iuxmoore  
   Mr. J. Houghton 

 
Also present -   Revd. H. Griffiths - Chaplain to Southwick/Boarhunt parishes 

Lt. Commander P. Bailey R. N.  
 
25 members of the public from the Norton Close/Castle road area.  

 
In attendance - Mr. J. P. Whitbourn - Clerk to the Parish Council 
 
Opening the meeting the Chairman said that the meeting had been convened to consider a planning 
application by J and S Estates for two and three storey extensions to the two existing flats at No.1 Norton 
Close to provide five two bedroom dwellings.  She then read out a statement by J and S Estates in support 
of their application.  "The application site consists of two utilitarian blocks each containing six flats with 
rendered/brick exterior walls and tiled roofs.  The flats have been in private ownership in excess of 10 years, 
and have been let by a private landlord during this period”. 
 
The statement goes on to describe the village and its amenities in detail and outlines the planning issues 
involved. “Extensions negotiations have taken place including site meetings with the development control 
officer, housing officer, and forward planning officer of Winchester City Council. The application seeks to 
extend the existing 3 storey block (flats 1-6) on the north eastern elevation to provide 5 two bedroom flats 
with associated car and cycle parking. A total of 8 car parking spaces will be provided. Having regard to the 
shortfall in smaller sized accommodation available in the area this scheme seeks to redress the position 
and the flats will assist in the housing supply at the lower end of the market and negate any possibility of 
development beyond the defined policy boundaries.  
 
Councillor Carter then addressed the meeting stating that he would be objecting to the application. There 
were a number of inaccuracies in the applicants statement he said access to the site and majority of the 
forecourt is in the ownership of Winchester City Council (recently confirmed); the pedestrian access is in the 
ownership of the MOD and is a permissory pathway. Bus services referred to are very limited. Lea Hall is 
associated with HMS Dryad and is not available for general use.  The Southwick surgery is due to close on 
the 31

st
 July 2003 and all patients will have to travel to Wickam for treatment. HMS Dryad is due to close in 

2004 and future use of the site has not yet been determined. 
   
Regarding planning issues, it is a matter of subjective judgement whether the proposal is in sympathy with 
the dwellings in Castle Road, Norton Road and Norton Close. The development would dominate private 
houses in Castle road, and Norton road resulting in overlooking with a consequent lack of privacy. 
  
Car parking is a key issue.  Parking at the site presents difficulties at present and will only be exacerbated if 
these flats are built. The high turnover rate in both blocks of flats in Norton Close suggests that the village’s 
remote location and inadequate bus service is not suitable for many tenants. 
 
Members and residents generally endorse this view, although one member thought there was a need for 
more flats in the village. Others considered that if this application was passed it could set a precedent for 
more development.  One resident considered that drainage could be a problem as the sewer ran 
underneath her garden. 
  
t was considered that there was an abundance of let housing, the highest in the district . So there was no 
urgent need for extra housing. One resident asked if car parking had to be supplied but it was stated that 
would have to be a congestion provision made in the planning application. 
  
Residents said that no orange notices had been put up on the site, was not this a legal requirement. 
Councillor Carter stated that it was not a statutory condition and that those dwellings affected by the 
proposal had been sent explanatory letters. 
  
After further discussion the Parish Council decided to object to the planning and the Chairman said that 
residents should write to the Planning Officer in Winchester by the 15

th
 July if they felt strongly enough 

about the issue.  


