
SOUTHWICK & WIDLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the meeting held in the Montgomery Room, D-Day Memorial Hall, Southwick on Monday 12

th
 

January 2004 at 7.30pm.  
 
Present - Mrs. B. J. Bazalgette – In the chair- 
Mrs. S. A. Grant - Vice-Chairman 
Mr. K. J. Carter  
Mr. J. Houghton 
 
Also present - Revd. H Griffiths - Chaplain to Southwick/Boarhunt parishes 
Lt. Commander P. Bailey R.N. 
 
In attendance - Mr. J. P. Whitbourn - Clerk to the Parish Council 
 
8 members of the public 
 
Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Mr. Hill, Mrs. Luxmoore and Mrs. Copping 
 
The Chairman stated that for the benefit of the members of the public attending the meeting the Parish 
Council would 0irst consider the amended planning application for 4 two bedroom flats as a  two storey 
extension to 1-6 in Norton Close. 
  
Mr. Carter stated that the applicant had reduced the number of flats proposed from 5 to 4 and had allowed 
for 24 parking spaces

-
 within their curtilage.  The existing garages would be demolished to create 6 parking 

spaces. There would be two floors with 2 flats on each floor.  Total site area is approximately .36 HA; 
erection of the four additional units will result with a site density of approximately 44 flats per hr foul water to 
be led to existing drainage; surface water to be led to existing storm drainage on site. There would be a 
new covered cycle storage facility provided  24 parking spaces to be provided to serve a total of 16 flats on 
site. 
 
He still considered that the scale and mass of the building would be overbearing with the extension 
overlooking the houses in Castle road.  In fact they would be more over looked, primarily due to the fact that 
the site of the extension is on rising ground from Castle road,  the upper windows being on a level with the 
ground floor of the flats in Norton Close. 
     
All the representatives from the Castle road area considered that the overlooking problem was paramount 
to their objection with among other things a problem with surface water running down into their gardens  
there would be noise nuisance with the extra flats and traffic problems at the local road junction, with the 
increased number of vehicles.  One resident queried the need for further flats stating that there was already 
a high turnover of occupiers.  It was pointed out that one third of the Dryad married quarters was empty with 
the establishment closing at the end of the year. The Southwick surgery had closed last July and the bus 
service was poor.  
 
Summing up the Chairman said that many of these points had been put to the Planning department in the 
Parish Council’s objection to the application,  and she thanked the representatives for attending the 
meeting.  
 
Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
The minutes“of the meeting held on the 8

th
 December” 2003 were confirmed and signed by the Chairman. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Southwick Surgery 
A letter from the Practice Manager stated that the Wickham surgery keeps 6 appointments every Tuesday 
morning designated to Southwick patients.  These appointments are not to other patients until Tuesday 
morning if they are still unused.  The receptionists do not ask every caller where they live. Tuesday morning 
will always be offered in the first instance to Southwick patients.  Transport is never automatically 
mentioned. A letter was sent to all Southwick patients before the closure of the branch surgery informing 
them of the transport arrangements, and asking them to let the surgery know if transport is required. 
  
Referring to the delivery of prescriptions, to date there have been no drugs awaiting collection on a 
Tuesday.  As has previously happened they have been collected by a patient attending the surgery. 
 
The Reverend Griffiths stated that he had been informed by Wickham surgeru that only 6 people  had used 
transport to date,  so that particular transport Is to be discontinued at the end of' January. However, 
Wickham Community Care have agreed to Transport if Southwick can provide drivers.  So far five drivers 
have agreed to help. Patients will be asked to contribute to the cost, in part. The drivers will be paid 35p per 
mile. Patients will need to contact the Duty Co-ordinator at Wickham who arrange the transport. 
   
Anniversary of D-Day 6

th
 June 2004 

Arrangements so far agreed; The Church Service to commence at 10am which will be followed by 
refreshments in the D-Day Memorial Hall.  Transport is to be laid on for people to view the map at HMS 
Dryad, where there will a short presentation. Meanwhile those attending can look at memorabilia in the 
D-Day Hall which was on view at the 5Oth anniversary commemorations in 1994. 
 
It was agreed to place an advertisement in the Church magazine inviting parishioners and their families to 
this event; also advertise for an honorary curator to safeguard the memorabilia more or less permanently.  
 
Church Wall 
The Parish Council was informed that there is to be a meeting of the D-Day Hall Committee on the 22

nd
 

January. 
 
Widley Church Yard 
Mrs. Grant said that the volunteer who cuts the grass in the burial ground will not be able to use  the present 
mower soon because of impending knee surgery but he could  use a ride-on mower which would cost about 
£700.  
 
It was pointed out that if the city council (whose responsibility the closed burial ground is) had to employ 
a contractor to do  the grass maintenance the costs would be considerably higher.  Therefore it was agreed 
to ask the City Council to contribute half the cost of the ride-on mower with the Parish Council meeting the 
other half. 
 
Cango Service 
A letter from the Community Transport Officer stated that Cango will only be implemented if funding is 
secured.  Where Cango is introduced it does not complement existing bus services but in fact replaces' the 
bus service allowing a wider geographical area to be served but not necessarily with an increased 
frequency.  
 
Benefit Take Up Campaign 
A letter from the Citizens Advice Bureau, Bishops Waltham, stated that in all, 179 cases were identified as  
being entitled to additional benefits,  which amounts to a great success.  One call was from a Southwick 
resident. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Playing Field 
It was agreed to have the play area inspected again this year. All inspections will be carried out late 
February, early March. 
  
The playing field gates have been repaired and installed.  Additional work was carried out to supply and 
install  gate stops. 
  
Nigel Gussman Contracting has written to the Parish Council stating that after a successful year serving 
Hampshire County Council through a large Estate Maintenance Company they have spare operating 
capacity which they are offering to the Parish Council in the form of Tree surgery, felling and stump 
removal, hedging, mowing, shrub maintenance, chipping and strimming.  It was agreed to obtain an 
estimate from them for cutting the playing field grass. 
 
Precept Requirement for 2004/5 
After discussion it was agreed to budget for £8, BOO for the coming financial Year.  The tax base for 
2004/5 is £289.56 giving a parish rate for median band D properties of £30.39 a 2% rise on last year.  
 
Planning Application – 4 Berry Meadow Cottages - Miss J. Warwick - Swimming Pool to rear of Property 
(Retrospective) No comment - Later decided Permitted development.  
 
Future of the Playgroup at Dryad 
Lt. Commander Bailey stated that as far as he knew the Playgroup would continue. 
 
Boarhunt Burial Ground - Maintenance 
It was agreed to give a grant of £300 for Southwick share towards the upkeep of the Boarhunt burial 
ground.  
 
Mr & Mrs Reeves 
As it is now over eight months since Mr. and Mrs. Reeves had attended a Parish Council meeting it was 
agreed that a letter should be sent to them stating that; “may it be assumed that you no longer wish to serve 
as a councillor on this council.  Should the Council not hear from you in writing before the next meeting on 
the 9

th
 February 2004 it will be concluded that this is the case and a vacancy will Be declared". 

  
Orders for Payment  
Boarhunt Parochial Church Committee (Finance) £300 D. Cox (gates) £942.35 Mr. Hayward (annual 
payment for electricity millennium clock) £10, Cannon Hygeine (grass cutting)  £51. 11, Clerk (salary+exp. 
Dec. 03) £241.91 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
Monday 9

th
  February 2004 at 7.30pm.  

 
The meeting closed at 10.15pm.  


